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Religious Fellowſhip: ; 


Together with 3 


An ATTEMPT to direct | in * Ns 


PROPER ExzKE3SK of it. 
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Pra, exix. 63. Tama C 


| fear thee, and of them that keep thy Precepts. ' 


«ALL Saints that are united to Jes8vs Char cheſs 
Head, by his Spirit, and by Faith, have Fel- 


« Jowſhip with him in his Graces, Sufferings, 


« Death, Reſurrection and Glory; and, 5 | 
„ nited to one another in Love, they have Com. 


“ munion in each others Graces, and are obliged 


* to the Performance of ſuch Duties, publick and 


"i I de on do conduce to their mutual Good both 
* 1 the % and inward Man.“ 
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4 


G L 4 9 GC 0 W: 
Printed for 7 Ban r. © MDCCKLIV, - 


5 * A * 
” * 1 92 1 
' * * | . 
* + - 
4 


A n " * 4s * "TY y ” * „ 4 
F £4 as "7 F 3 J F wy - : a \ 
: A VE, © TE 
, - \. 19 
: hd | 1 * 
1 N 0 U 1 R z 


"4a * - 


%'% L 
8 4 » 
l . - 
=  # a W wt of * _ 
z 4 . 


ompanion of ail ohm that | | 0 be 


— — m 


fo "x 4 1 þ N 
T Fab KA ons «4 
Lo, | 
oy 


— 


— s, | 4 — 
* n 
GE ban 
Ew as © +4 + ol y . 
* 
” 
- @ * SL 
4 a ; q 
Fry © x * 2 "Xa * 7 
1 4 \ 1 4 $ * 
4 | ww 4 
= 
Fr 1 pf 
as = 
| 
7 1 4 12 * 
I « $ * > 1 
_ . "OR EV / : a * - a 
1 4a” = _ a” L * 
1 4 . of 4 
4 - td Ae em 
* 
; 44 es - —— —_— —_— 
„'„»„ ry — — — 


: | | 345 vey | A i 


. 
J ns 
* 1 
N 
” 4 
CY 


0 \ * * K v 
Nn een 


. 3,354 

* 42s N 1 

nn 
74 1 . 

J * Js 


— 


* 

\ * 
. 
reer 


* 


- <a —_— Cw & « av ——ͤ—ũ— — 


on 
«a *? 
* 
„ £©*'v 
„ 


591 5 * r Nau. 's. 
2 25 ric 25 Bene a+ | 74 <); zu! 3 "Ih i 15 159 7 8 1 | 
„ oi nant; Arch. - Lani 4 
— — — — ne nmr o——en—o—— 9 
rer A7 ou TY — A — | 
215 gehende 8 Wa ey | 7 * ; 
0 c OT ANG { Bit Wee f FF 6 ' 
1 J A. p * x ("2 2 Ae 
n 4 1 2, * | 
Noviny, &e, | 
" / 
L pie; | a8 | 6 $9 Fat : 
0 AN is a — — made 2 — So- 
| ciety; it is not meet for bim to be 2 
" alone; his Joys are taſteleſs While 1 
A % 


Aika 01 the has none to whom he can com- 

Mi = them and his Sorrows are unſuppor- 

able without ſome to ſympathize- with him. 

41 Solitude, for the moſt Part, at once, wearies 

4 and weakens the Mind, while the Company of 
I dur Friends alleviates our Pains, and gives a pe- 2 

,» || culiar Reliſh to all our Pleaſures. This 8 A 


[ 


I ful. Principle, this prevailing Turn of Mind, 1 


I was, no Doubt, implanted in our Natures, er 
Ends and Purpoſes worthy of infinite Wiſdom 
N and Goodneſs, and appears calculated, at once, 
+ for the Improvement and Happineſs of Mankind "7 
8 yet, alas how oft is this (as indeed all the o- 
9 they Gifts of God) perverted and proſtituted to 
45 the worſt and moſt fatal Purpoſes, to the lee. 
— Dogg; of, N itſelf, and the Ruin of Multi- 33 
| tudes of Souls BY ih, 2 
This is an Evil of the moſt 8 FORTS; = @ 
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2 Dee e rent | 
to inquire, Firſt, Into the Cauſe of this pre- 


We — 


Correſpondence, andclofeF 
ter of God and of Inſtruction thinks himſelf happy 
in the Company that can turn Religion into Ridi- 


i the ele en will 0 the per- 


_ reliſh a Company, whoſe T ongues are given to 
Evil, and whoſe Mouths frame Deceit. 2 
les formed on ſuch ſlight or criminal Grounds, 


euch other: So, 


7 2 * 
8 . C 


82. | 


vailing Evil: And, Secondly, After, the * | 
for preventing it 

Fit, The Cauſes of this dreadful Abiiſe of 
the ee Temper, will 2 appears on o. 


nt a Fat the Generality of Mankind eas. 


wiſe, no juſt Rule, by which they chooſe their 
_ Companions. Multitudes found their Friend- 


5 on no better Grounds, than ſome involun- 
tary Relations, forme caſual Alliances, or Pa- 


_ - rity of Circumſtances, and the ſame Sort of E- 
. ducation. A Similitude of Temyers and Cha- 
22 caſual Engagements in the Aﬀaips of civil 


fre Prejudices, And the 
| ke? give 


iſe to the Intimacies of many People; 

and, what is worſt of all, too many Inſtances ſhew, 
that like Luſts and Vives produce a — 
e Ha- 


cule, and caſt th the Words of the behind them. 
The unjuſt Perſon readily' joins with the Thief 


ſuaded to become Partaker with the vile Adul- 
terer; and the Malicious and Envious readily 


as they are Greted'dy us zug Nude in cu 


2. They have ho wibebls Rudya aloe 
poſe in View; and therefore no right, no vir- 


18 5 tuous Rules, for regulating their Converſation, 
| or Ing their Friendſhips, It would be an 


OR 


S8 Cx — .. a = 
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o verſtraiming of Charity, to think, chat, in ſucxk 
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eto FaTToWw'en Ip. 3 


Aru? Or owe to be/edified? How to im- 


prove each others Minds? Or how to reform 
each others Morals? - On the contrary, Fact, 
and Experience, - confirm the Judgment our 
Reaſon muſt make of Perſons ſo united. The 
grand Defign of ſuch Aſſociations, is, to pleaſe, = 
and to be pleaſed; to amuſe, to divert, and 


make each other merry, is the ſole Purpoſe; ta 


ſay whatever we think may be agreeable, to da 
whatever may be acceptable to theſe we affect; 
to flatter each others Paſſions; and to join, wich⸗ 
out Remorſe, in every Luſt, and every Vice 
our Companions incline to, is all that is requi- 
fite to conftitute one a Friend and an Intimate in 
ſuch Societies, While ſuch Principles govern 


the Converſation and Entertainment, what muſt 


the End be? We always find that ſuch Com+ 
munications, by Degrees, eraſe any remaining 


Senſe of God and Virtue; they incapacitate te 


Soul for every ſocial or religious Duty, ſear the 
Conſcience againſt all Challenges, confirm the 
Habits'of the moſt criminal Vices, until Eftates 


are oft ruined, Health broken, and Body and 


Spirit worn out in the Slavery of Sin, give us 
melancholly Inſtances of the Fruits of Iniquitye _ 
in this-Life, and juſt Forebodings of the more 
dreadful Sorrows it muſt bring on us in an e- 
3. Theſe fatal Evils are not confined to ſuch 
Societies alone,——Confirmed Habits of Vice 
{trip the Soul of all Modeſty and decent Reſerve, 
and wear out all Senſe of Shame, Vicious Per- 
ons ſoon come to glory in their Shame, to de 
N 2 l 
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clare their Sin àt Sodom ʒ they are Pots heard 
in promiſcuous Companies, dvowingtheir Liber- 
tine Principles, and boaſting of their abandoned 


Pe. 


Practices; Things, {6 conformable to corrupt 
Nature, as to ſteal upon unguaàrded Minds; 


lee the fabaile e Polten, they pleaſe the Taſte, and 


latter the Senſes, until they ſeize upon the Whole 


Frame, and work themſelves into our very Con- 


ſtitution. Thus does the Infection of Vice run 


from one to another, until the Diſtemper be- 


comes epidemick, and e Follies grow u | 


to national Crimes. 
What Pity is it, chat ſuch a por Wers 


7 of Mind, as Sociality, ſhould become the Chan- 


nel of vile Iniquities, and the ſpecious Name 
which our Compliance with wicked Perſons 
is gilded | What a Pity is it, that this Diſpo- 


* Gition; ſo wiſely calculated by Infinite Wiſdom, 


-- 


I .-,_ _ foradminiſttingluſkruftiongIlmprovement, Com- 
Ws — rational and ſolid Delight, ſhould be ſo a- 


buſed, as to yield nothing but falſe and empty 


} Shadows: of theſe noble Advantages; and, in 


the mean Time; bring on a; ruining Load of 


Guilt and Sorrow] Could we prevail on Man- 
kind, to beware of this dangerous Evil; could 


we Perſuade them, to take the Methods which 
gSexipture and Reaſon directs to, in order to ſhun 
ſuch fatal Communications; could wedirect them 


to the proper Improvement of the ſocial Cha- 


-TaQter, | it would be one great Step, both to- 


Wards a publick and eee Reformation. 


"This lead me. 


Seconaiy, To: enquire 1b 10 viinass Method 


29 for reQifying or preventing this fatal Abuſe,— 


Rs or Ys enn, the he Rules are uni- 


es | | : - yerſally 
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VF Rezrorovs Fertowsnre.).' 5 
wal: known, and often preſcribed ; but it 
muſt not be thought trifling to mention them, 
or to inſiſt on them, until People be prevailed 
on, to direct their Friendſhips by them 
. That, in the Choice of our Companions, 
we-ſhould; with the utmoſt Caution, -ſhun all 
Intimacy. with Perſons; of vicious Principles or 
immoral; Practices. Every Body pretends a 
Fondneſs for what they call 2 Company; but 
the Generality ſeem to mean no more by this 
Expreſſion, than a Fondneſs for Perſons who 
can moſt effectually divert them (perhaps from 
the moſt important Cares, or moſt eſſential 
Duties of Life) or for ſuch as moſt readily join 
them, in their Humours, Paſſions, Parties, or 


- 4 * 
4 7 | 


even in their Favourite Vices: But, if we 


would ſuffer; Words to retain their proper Mean - 
ing, if we put Bitter for Sqweet,. and 
Sweet for Bitter, or call Evil Gdad, and God 
Evil, we muſt reckon the Man, whoſe Prin- 
| ciples are immoral, or his Prachice vicious, a 
dangerous, a bad Companion, wever face- 
tious and diverting, or how capable ſoever he 
may be, to amuſe or 

we 1050 Perſon urdervaluing | 
of Religion and Reaſon where we find one aſ- 
ſerting or admitting Principles inconſiſtent with 
Chriſtianity, orthe Intereſts of Society, where 


"ahi Obligations £ Kon | 


we find one indulging himſelf in the Practice of * 


any known Folly or Vice, whatever ſuch Per- 
ſons Faculties be, whatever their Station or Cha- 
racter be, we muſt, as commanded, 2 Theſ. i it, — 
M ithdratu from hach as wall diſorderly, and 

not aſter the T Haditzen reed FW the * 
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| One ſhould think this Rule would effeQtually 


W 


FRI are known to 


be openly profligate, or groſly ſcandalous, That, 
in ſuch Caſes, every one, who retains the mo- 
ral Senſe, would ſay with Facob, 
Om Soul, come not thou ein, Gade Laces 


' their Afemby, mine Homer, be nt dbu anita 


But there is a certain fatal, tho? unobſerved 
umption, lodging in every Breaſt ; at firſt we 
r her dbeh on ſuch — Horror, and conclude 


it impoſſible for us to become like them; we 
think ourſelves incapable of being reconciled to 


their Ways, mach leſs capable to ĩmĩtate them 


dut, alas! we find, by man iences, that all - 
that is needed a by many Exper ſuch Per- 
ſions, and we will ſoon come, not only to re- 
ſemble, but even to equal their Crimes. The 
we, at firſt, conceived againſt their Prin 
ciples and Practices ſoon wears off; cot mg 


from being familiar, ſoon become 
We are brought inſenſibly to indulge in from 


- Follies, which, by being more common, are 
thought leſs criminal. Tis but a Step from 


» ſmaller to a greater Crime, and the unwary 


;- Perſon, who once indulges himſelf in Intimacies 
with vicious 

to wotſe, until, by Degrees, he arrives at the 
= Height of Inpiety, and ſo to extreme and i irre- 55 
RM Toverable Miſery. - wr 
l "The fame deve Ey 1s'chreadjtes ſuch la- 
macies as may be formed among Perſons, Who, 
tho of innocent Characters, * ſe no other 
End by their Friendſhips, | 
Diverſion. When theſe are the only Purpoſes 
Wo. of * 8 118 an 88 ; 
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ſons, readily goes from bad 


than Pleaſure and 
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d Mun V into the NArUnE, Of, 
„panons, Perſons of ſuch a Character, as that 
8 their Friendſhip and Converſation may tend to 
| the real and ſolid Purpoſes of Society; that is, 

to improve each others Minds; to form each o- 
tctzhers Manners; to encourage one another in the 

Ways of Truth and Righteouſneſs; to comfort 
dne another, under our ſeveral Diſtreſſes, of 
whatever Nature; to adviſe one another, in all 
Intricacies, to ſhare in the Joys, or bear a Part 
in the Griefs we mutually feel; to join with 
one another in religious Exerciſes; and, in a 
Word, to keep up with us, the Communion { 
of Saints, in the moſt intimate Manner. Va 
_ -» Perſons, diſpoſed and qualified forſuch Friend- . FF © 
ſhip as this, are peculiar Bleſſings to all conver- + 4 


1 


fant with them, and ſingularly dear to ſuch as cip 
are of a ſimilar Character, and have the Happi- Fri 

_ neſs of being intimate with them. If therefore able 
we would, like the P/almift, - Be a Companion tuo 

of all them that fear God, and of them that keep Eng 

bis Commandments, we will alſo, like him, have Port 

our Delight in the Saints that are in the Earth, conv 

+ the Excellent, c. A wiſe, and well diſpoſed their 
Perſon, ſhould, for this Cauſe, look out for his chriſt 
Friends and Companions among Perſons of ſuch fore | 


a Character as this. Do we find one maintain- and ez 
ing a high Senſe of ſacred Truths; his Affe- Temp 
Sons engaged to Things that are excellent, *.' Fri 

| his Conduct of a Piece with his Profeſſion, and lar! 
huis Intimates of the ſame Character with him- 
© felf? Such an one we ought to affect; his 
1 Friendſhip is indeed worthy our ſeeking it; and, 
Ff we ſtudy the fame Things, we will readily 
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quiry find many ſuch Companions as thoſe de- 


ibed';-(at leaſt, many whoſe Ambition it is; 


to attain to ſuch a Character as this I have men- 


tioned ; whom we are therefore bound to e- 
ſteem, and to delight in.) And how a 
iends 


muſt ſuch a Society be? ſuch valuable 


beſt know their own Happineſs, and will rea- 


dily be determined to what Tam to name as 4 
third Rule, ix. e 097-3700 n enen 
3. That we ſhould be at all Pains to culti- 
vate and improve our Friendſhip with our 


_ ehriſtian Companions. A Deſire after chriſtian 
_ Fellowſhip natively flows from theſe very Prin- 


ciples which make a wiſe Man love and eſteem his 
Friend: namely, to attain the real, and valu- 


able Ends of Society; and with this view, vir- | 


tuous Intimates ought to enter into the cloſſeſt 
Engagements one withanother ;—to take all Op- 
portunities which Conveniency can allow, for 
converſing one with another, and to devote 
their leiſure Hours, to the amiable Exerciſe of 
chriſtian Fellowſhip with each other. I there- 
fore propoſe it, as one of the moſt effectual 
and excellent Methods for improving the ſocial 
Temper and Character; That fuch chriſtian 
Friends ſhould form themſelves into a regu- 


lar Society, having fixed and ſtated Times, 


and Places of Meeting; for the more effe- 
“Cłual attaining, or communicating the uſeful. 
«© Purpoſes .of-Friendfbip,” Io 
While I propoſe this Method, I am ſenſibley* 
that a great many Perſons are not ſatisfied Of 

the Reaſonableneſs of religious Aﬀociations, or 
Fellowſhip Meetings, or Society Meetings, as 


e Retiorovs' Fxkrowenir. 9 
Bad as che World is, we may upon due in- 


+ have ſprung or may ariſe from 


on 


mo AuInquisy ifto-the Natruze,: Ec. 
ey are ſometimes called. Many ObjeQtons 
te made againſt this Method, by Perſons of 
all CharaGars. Some queſtion, whether we 
ye any Warrant from Scripture for ſuch Socie- 
ties? Some 2 great 1 Eyils which 
Abuſe, or 
agement of- them. Some are rnd 
_ned-againſt ſuch Meetings, becauſe the Church 
_ of Scotland (in that Time, which ſome think 
her pureſt) has declared againſt hem; and e- 
ven thoſe le who, otherwiſe approve of ſuch 
Meetings, complain that many Rules would be 
| requite to prevent the many Evils, Which hu- 
man Imperſection readily produces in them. 
I hall therefore with all Humility effay, I. 
To ſhow, that we have a real Warrant for ſuch 
Societies, both ſrom <4 095 , and the Reaſon» 
ableneſs of the Thing, I 
to obviate ſuch. ObjeQions, as. I have heard 
made againſt them. III. I ſhall offer ſome 
Regulations, for preventing the Evils or Incon- 
veniencies complained of, — for the more ef- 
fectually OG the valuable Porgaſes of ſuch 
reli my Engagements. 
am to ſhow, That the Scriptures, 
and the Reaſonableneſs of the Thing, give 2 


real and encouraging Warrant for dach 5 


Ro ements, as thoſe wre now ff of; and 
E Purpoſe let us obſetve, 22 
Firſt, TheſemanyPaſſagesofScripture, which 
by repreſenting Chriſtians, as in the 
_ and moſt intimate Relations to each 
do point out the Obligation they lie 
— to maintain the moſt intimate Fellowſhip 
0 ee e gb _ _ 
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ſhall endeavour 


\ 


can admit of. Thus 
| Fellow Gitizens, Epb. i, 19. 
Privileges, and the ſame Intereſts: As File- 


mies, ind Waifare: As Fellno Servants, ' Rev. 


of steve nn 11 
their reſpective Circumftances; and Situatiog 


ure ted as 
who have the ſame 


Soldiers, Phil. ii. 25. who have the ſame Ene- 


vi. ts. Who have one Maſter,. one. Taſk, dne 
Reward: As Children of the ſame Father, and 
Heirs of the ſame Inheritance, Rom. viii. 17. 
And therefore, as Brethren, as Members of the 
ſame Body; and every one Members nz Hans- 
ther, Rom. Xii. 5. and thus ſtanding. in the 
deareſt, and moſt indiſſoluble Relation that can 
be repreſented.—If then tis — Hine: 
low Citizens, when in a foreign Country, 
ſeck out each other ;—if People of the Frag 
Dialect and Manners readily: join in Society: 
with one another; —if the Servants of the ſamme 
Maſter claim a ſort of Relation to each other; 
if the Children of the fdme Father ok on 
themſelves as having joint Intereſts, and as ſes: 
parate from others; —if theſe Relations 
them to intimate Aſſociations; how much 
more ſhould Chriſtians be engaged to the moſt; 
cloſe Correſpondence, and the moſt familiar In»: 
tercourſe with one another? Are they not Fel- 
low Citizens with the Saints; tho' in a ſtrange 
Land? Are they not Diſciples of the. ſame: 
Lord, n 
ſter? Are they not expoſed to the ſame Ene- 
mies, to the fame, or at leaſt, to like Difficulties, 
Dan and Diſtreſſes? Have the 

one and Hope? ls not then a {cites 
Union, à more immediate Intimacy; and a 
cloſer Degree of Os 


C.2 


tz AulInquazy imotheNaruxegts., 


the mutual Support and Succour of Chriſtians, 
in Matters of infinite Importance, than what is 


requiſite for the little and low Concerns of human 


Life? Every Body allows it to be a. wiſe and 
reaſanable Thing, that People of the ſame Pro- 

feſſion, who are engaged together in Buſineſs; 
or Trade, ſhould form themſelves into Clubs 
or Societies; in order to inform each other 
af whatever may be for their Intereſts: To con- 
ſult and adviſe. together, for rectify ing what 
may be amiſs, or for improving their joint Be- 
nefit. Is it not à more reaſonable and wiſe 


Thing, that Chriſtians, who are united by ſuch} | 


intimate Relations, whoſe Intereſts; and Dan-- 
gers are ſo much the ſame, ſhould gather to- 
gether in ſocial Meetings, in order to inſtruct, 
to admoniſh, to comfort, to encourage each 
other; in one Word, to conſult together, and 
jointly to engage in ſuch Exerciſes, as may pro- 
mote their common Intereſts, and may tend to 
the immediate Benefit of eyery particular? Tho' 
Ldo not ſay, that we cannot diſcharge the Obli- 
gations, which the Relations mentioned lay 
us under to each other, without ſuch Engage- 
ments as theſe propoſed; yet I think I may at 
leaſt aſſert, that ſuch Engagements are the moſt 
proper, the moſt direct, and moſt effectual Me- 
thods ts, End. 1 * ——— will 
appear in a ſtronger Light, by obſerving, - - 

+ econdiy, The — ee . — which 


expreſly recommend religious Fellowſhip to us; 


and: in order to that, ſocial Engagements one 
with another. Such is the Injunction of the 
wiſe Man, Eecl. iv. 9, 12. Dua are beiter 

than one, becauſe they haue a good Reward fur 


. 
0 


inn 
2 


- their 
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their Labour; ber the one will 
lift up. bis Helles; bus 9 10 him that in alone 
when he falleth,. for be hath-not another to hein 
2 again. If two: he together, then they 
eat, but how can one be warm alone nd 
7 prevail againſt him, | two ſhall —_— 
A threefold Cord is me eafiy broken. But 
what is more to our Purpoſe, © e find ſuch ſos 
cial Engagements expreſly: recommended, with 
a View to theſe very Ends and Purpoſes, which 


are propoſed by Society: Meetings. As /f. For 
increaſing our Knowledge of the Ways of 


| God: Thus the Apoſtle commands, Col. iii. 16. 
Let the Word of Chriſt diuell in you richly, .. in 
all Wiſdom, teaching and admonifhing in Pſalms 
and Hymns," and ſpiritual Sungi. 2dly;; For the 
more effectual Exerciſe of chriſtiart Sympathy 
with one another. In ſuch Societies as aie:pto< 
poſed, + we can open our Breaſts, and tell our 
Sorrows, our -W eaknefles; and Griefs, to our 
chriſtian Friends, (at leaſt with more Frec- 
dom than to any others) and may hope to find 
in them that "friendly. Diſpaſition required, 
Rom. xv. 1, 2. Me then that art ſtrong ougbt to 
bear the Infirmities of the iueal, und not to pleaſe 
ourſelves,” but let every ane f ur or his 
Neghbour, for his Good to Edification., Or that 
ſocial Temper commanded, Gal. vi. 2. Bear ye 
ane anothers Burdens, and jo. fulfil the Law of 
Chrift.\.:: While we have the Opportunity of 
tulfilling the Command, Lai. v. 16. — 
your Faults one to another, und pray - one rn wi 
ther that ye may be healed. 3dly, 
is — intended, for. Chriſtians — | 
1 in eee — 
dene 


: 14 Av Inqurar int the Nxtuxt; Bc. Saks 
| * dhe of the moſt effecual Methods ſor 1 
— u Apoſtolick Pretept, Heb. x. 24, 43. 
| eee encanathery be e ; 
10 guan Works. Not aſſembling 
_ durſelves' together, a * — of ſome i 2 

| i rin mented a or 
as cet approac Another 
0400 3 — is; that 


| 

of our 

cbinmunicating our Gifts and Graces, to each 2 

others Edificauon : Agreeable to the — 

of the le, 1 Pet; iv. Io. £i . 

hath: received the Gift, even jo 05 92 d 

ene ta another, at good — ahags of the . 7 
Grace of Gad. Fthiy, Such religious\ Aﬀocia- 

tions give the beſt Opportunities for Chtiſti- 7 

ans to act the Part of kind Monitors each to m 

other; and thus to fulſil the important Precepts, eh 

* Theſſ.. v. 11. Nom wt — yon, Brethren, In 

warn them which! ard unruly, comfort the feeble. ha 

minded, ſupport the ie. And Heb, iii. 13. cal 

Exhott one anither ash, while it is called to . the 

Day, left any of jon be hardened, m the De- us. 

e 

Go 

ties 

thay 

The, 

9 ai 

44, 4 

ere 


cgitfulneſi of 2 :6tbly, The laſt, and indeed 
one of the moſt valuable Purpoſes of Fellowſhip | 
Meetings I name, is that of our joining to- 
er in Prayer, Praifes, and other ſpiritual 

| Exerciſes. | To this we have the moſt power= 
ful and engaging. Encouragement, from the 
Words of the edRedeemer, Matth-wviii. 19, 
20. 
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ties us T propoſe; and I cannot underſtand it in 

ny other Senſe,” than as pointing out the Exer- 

| - of the deyout Fews: While the moſt of 
has People were ſaying; tir vain to ſerv God, 
v. 1 and called %% proud happy ; yea they that 
work Wickedneſs were 2 up: — when Religion 
— . — piſed, and Vice avowedly encou- 

en thoſe who feared the Lord, who 
ht upon his Name, 


Gd him, ame 
ſought each Fives out, often met, they! 
often converſed e They conſulted how 


they might eſcape the Pollutions of the World; 
how they might ſupport and - eſtabliſh one 
another againſt the prevailing Vices of that 
Age; and that might enc each 
other in the Ways of Rig Fate hn this 
View the Text gives us * Seripture Pattern 
for the Sgciaties pond” And this ws cad 


0 
Hort, That both the Ola l Marv Tiſta- | 
ments give us many Examples of ſuch religi- 
ous Societies, as ſeem a ſtrong Warrant 
for Fellowſhip Meetings. I ſhall name but a 
few Ute the Old Teſtament, we find Fob 
. and his three Friends meeting, to enquire why 
the Lord contended with him, and joining to- 
gether-i in Prayer and Sacrifices.— The Example 
of the P/almi/t appears yet more expreſſy to 
our Purpoſe; he tells us, Fſal. xvi. 2. That be 
delighted in the Saints. He tells us, Pſal. lv. 
13» 14. That be choſe ſuch as he thought feared 
E od; as his Equals, his Guides and Companions, and 
3 tool Keuter Com ſel to ether with them, And Pſal. 
[- evi. 16. He Th ly communicates to ſuch 
3 what ſpiritual Bling God had — on 
Im. 


"% 


Ain Come here (ſays he) all ye that-fear God, 
ud J. will declare 47 he hath done for my Set. 
not theſe aft compared together, hive 
that the Pſalni aged KiraſelF in ſuch "religt- 
ous Correſpon = 2 thoſe that fearkd God, 
as Is propoſed by Society Meetings 2 If ſs, 
8 be gives us ſuch an Inſtance of rag 
TiN as warrants Chriſtians to'en 
Societies, — To the ſame Purpo 27 m 
755 42 85 Examples of Eftber and her 28 5 
her iv. 16. of the devout Jews at the Stre 5 
Babel, Pſal. cxxxvii. 1, Ge. and that of B. 
72 and his Companions, Dan. ii. r7, 18, But 
ther proceed to obſerye, That the Nw Lo 
i ment affords many encouragin Examples to 
this Duty: Such is that infalli Bie ohe of dur 
bleſſed Lord and Maſter, in his retired Com- 
1 with bis Diſciples, as recorded by all the 
Euangeie This we find was a Copy given 
to his Diſciples, Which they accordingly imita- 
ted, as appears from Luke xxiv. 1, 33. Jahn xx. 
| 199 26, Oc. and thus give Examples to us. | 
uch is the Society mentioned, 427 i. 14. who 
all continued with one Accord, in Prayer and Th 
plication, -with the Wamen, and Mary the 
a”. Jeſus, and his Brethren. As Xi. 12. 
we find, that in the Houſe of Mary the Mother 
of "John? many were gathered together 182 
uch another Society wor in the Houſe of 
Cornelius ( Afts x. obtaining bow Favour 
from G Ad % Xvi. 13. We heat of a 
o ene to meet for Prayer by a 
ver Side, —But, without multiplying Seri huts 
Texts or Examples, I ſhall conclude all 1 have 


faid m— BPR Warrant for Society 
AS) og 3 FO a Meetings, | 
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Meetings, by obſerving, That the great Purpoſe 
of ſuc] 5 ne Conference and Pra hy and 
therefore every Scripture, recommending theſe 
Duties, may juſty be conſidered as e 
yen warranting ſuch ſocial En ents as theſt 


1 
we plead for; eſpecially conſidering, ö - 
* 5 That ſuch religious Aſſociation is, in kr 
itſelt, 0 


a reaſonable and wiſe Method for attain- 
ing or communicating the.real and ſolid Benefits T 
of Fr iendſhip. W hat has been ſaid concerp- gr, 
ing the Relations in which Chriſtians ſtand one 


to another, ſeems not only to prove, hat ſuch 2 
Societies are reaſonable, but even that they are has 
requiſite, All that remains then, is for the En- 2 
couragement of Chriſtians, to point out ſome of mes 
theſe. Advantages which are to be attained b). the 
ſuch Fellowſhip, when duly regulated. And, if, will 


Such a Method of Correſpondence is of great . bn 
Uſe for communicating and receiving Know- I adore 
ledge. What we hear in Converſation with o- will 

8 thers, is generally (1 may ſay always) better the E 
underſtood, and more effectually retained than dignat 
what we read by ourſelves, or even hear in Ser- | 
mons. The Reaſon of this is obvious, viz, That ardent 
what paſſes in Converſation falls more immedi- Fruits 

_ ately and more intimately. under our Conſidera- vity — 
tion. While we hear the Opinions of others 4.0%, © 


it, and 8 own Sentiments of it; 


0 
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Knowledge, when every Member brings along 
wich Bar he has 5 to know in 3 
hearing, meditating, or in the Courſe of Expe- 
rience or Providence, and makes theſe the Sub-- 
ject of his Converſation with his Chriſtian Inti- 
mates? By this Means, 24, The Mind comes 
to be more deeply affected, and more influen- 
ced by ſacred Things: While we talk of theſe 
Things with one another, a Senſe of them 
grows upon the Heart; they appear in their 
\ true Light and real Importance. This is an 
Advantage of unſpeakable Importance, as it 
has the ſtrongeſt Fendency, 3dly, To engage 
our Affections to heavenly Objects and Attain - 
ments, and to alienate them from Vanities 
the more we learn of the Evil of Sin, the more 
will we grieve for it, and hate it; the more we 
| know of our exalted Saviour, the more will we 
adore and love him, and with the more Ardour 
will we ſeek after him; the more we knew of 
the Excellency of the divine Precepts, our In- 
L dignation at Sin will be quickened, and our 
- BK Deſires after univerſal Holineſs will become more 
t ardent; and the more we know of the bleſſed 
j- Fruits of Righteouſneſs, our Feryour and Acti- 
- vity will encreaſe in Proportion. And thus, 
4thly, Such Fellowſhip proves an excellent Mean 
for encouraging a Chriſtian in his Courſe, for 
comforting him when under Diſcouragements, 
and for reviving when ready to faint by the 
Way. Many Times does the devout, thoꝰ diſ- 
couraged Soul, find the Truth of the Scripture 
Proverb, Prov. xxvii. 17. A. Iron ſbarpeneth 
iron, fo a Man ſbarpeneth the Countenance of 
tir Friend, _ Oft has * Chriſtian, when ready + 
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Fr a As abi injd Amate 2 
to.fink with . BN laining of his ch, 


| Heart, 108 Fal , 22 51 A vel 
: be of divine Fro 325 owing Love, af 
tranſporting H lope, aril! ing uch Fellow 
ſhip; and that Grace, Which, without ift 
tual Correſpondence,” is ready to die, is oft by 
ſuch Society quickened and encreaſed, as ke 
Coals, which, when ſcattered, ſoon extin wiſh, | 
hs when kept together, burn with a brighter 
Such Companions, like Labourers en- 
: Boe in one Taſk, or Fellow-Travellers on the 
| Road, do, by ſuch F ellowſhip, chear each 
other to their Work; they ſtir up the Grace 
that is in them; they op one bins in Re- 
membrance of their Obl gations, their Duty, 
their Danger, and their 42 Proſpect, While, j 
by,mutua Sympathy, Counſel and Prayer, they : 
prove Means of. procuring for each other Di- f 
reQion, Comfort and Aid. 5thly, Such Inti- y 
Mmacies give the beſt Opportunities for mutual p 
Admonitions, for their common Security, a- P 
t! 
E 


i many Hazards they run, of ſwerving 8 
. . thro” the Influence of the World, 
| raft of the wicked One, an Adyan- 
| h * one who knows the Depravity 
25 own Mind will highly value, To all 
c Advantages let me add, 6thly, The 3 
ar Benefits which are to be obtained | in the Ex- 
eiſe of Prayer. There is not only a peculiar 
| n ſocial Religion, but the. Scriptures 
and 5 ine aſſure us, that peculiar Bleffings 
are to be obtained in the Exerciſe of it: When 
x or three are met together, in the Name of 
he Lord Jeſus, and united -to one another in 
ove, do wy one * agree in N up 
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at to their Father in Heaven, who 
can tell e bleſſed Efficacy of ſuch an Exer- | 
ay The Benefit n re e 
ves; the Congr n,t Country e, the 
Nation itſelf to Which they pertain, oft reap 
the Advantage, and obtain the Bleſſing from 
the Hearer of Prayer. Had but five righteous 
Perſons been found in the wicked City of $o- 
dom, &c. their Ruin had been prevented. The 
Prayers of Mordecui and the devout Fows pre- 
vailed to diſappoint the moſt Scheme 
that ever was formed againſt that People. Da- 
niel and his Companions obtained the Revela- 
tion of the King's Dream, and ſaved both 
themſelves and the wife Men of Babylon from 
_ impending Deftrudtion. The religious Society 
|. aſſembled in the Houſe of Mary, and praying 
1 for Peter, obtained their Requeſt for the Deli- 


"nn 


a veranee of the ern while yet they were 

l. putting it u 8 Word, we 55 ſay of the 

L. Prayer of ; Heb. 11. 33. That thro! it 

9 © the Saints For Promiſes. nd indeed the 

d, Experience of all that ever obſerved God's Ap- | 
n- er for his Church and People in any, 
ty Age, confirm the Scripture Teſtimony on this i 
all Head, and concur in aſſuring us, that where. | 
u- God is pleaſed to pour out a Spirit of Prayer; 


it is a never-failing Sign of his bein 
beſtow the moſt dtinguithig Ble 
gracious Providence, 
On the Whole, I oreſunke be appears evidew; 

that the Scriptures, and the Reafonableneſs- of 

the Thing itſelf, give us a real and —— | 

ing Warrant for ſuch ſocial Engagements as I 

| 1 55 we 9 "Thatwe 0 therefore to } 

| | — . 4 


bout 
dings of his 


22 AvInquizx ito the NaTuxt, 6c, 
regard Society 8 as a Wiſe and excellent 
Method, which, b _— its Concurrence with that 
. Turn our Minds have to Society, has a 
noble Influence in ſecuring us or the fatal 


Evils we are expoſed to, by 
_ with Perſons of vicious Principles, or immo- 


ral Nactices; and, at the ſame Time, has an 


immediate Tendency to procure for us that Sa- 


tisfaction, that Improvement, and all theſe Ad- 
vantages which are the ultimate Ends of the ſo- 


1 emper. And I cannot but think, that 


the Conſiderations mentioned would engage e- 


very ſerious Chriſtian to ſeek out, and join him- 


ſelf to ſuch Societies, was it not that they ap- 


prehend, that ſuch Meetiogs have been, or may 


* attended with bad Conſequences, or that 
they think ſome other Objections relevant to 


determine them to decline ſuch Fellowſhip. 1 


therefore r to the ſecond Thing I pro- 


poſed, 
"i To enquire into theſe Objections which 


have been 9 
and endeavour to bbyiate them. 


The following are the principal, if. not the 
only Objections I have had Occaſion to hear . 


made againſt this Way. 
Firft, That, in many Inftarices, their beſt 


Purpoſes have been perverted; that, by Miſma- 


nagements, they have proven Seminaries of Er- 
ror, Diviſion, Contention and Schiſm, which, 
not-confined to the Society, has often weakned 
the Hands of Goſpel Miniſters, and has even 

embroiled the Country Side, yea, the Church 


itſell. In anſwering this, it muſt be owned, 
that ſometimes the Evils complain'd of have 


/ | happendd. 
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ainſt Fellowſhip. Meetings, L 


F Rezi6r0vs Farwowgnrd, 23 
happened. But we muſt obſerve; /f, That it 

is allowed that theſe Evils do not flow from re- 
ligious 3 as ſuch, _ only thro” Miſma- 
nagement: that if any Regulations can be 
propoſed, by which ſuch Abuſe may be pre- 
vented, the Obje®tion muſt fall of Courſe (and 
how far this is obtained, by the Rules offered 


in the Sequel of this Diſcourſe; the Reader will 


judge). But, 24h), It appears, that ſuch reli- 
gious Aſſociations are excellent Methods, war- 
ranted by Scripture, and tending to procure the 
moſt noble Advantages for Chriſtians duly exer- 
ciſed in them; and, to aſſert that ſuehare to be ne- 

glected by ourſelves, or diſcouraged in others, be- 
cCauſe of poſſible Miſmanagementsor Abuſes, muſt 
de very abſurd. Tis certain the Pulpit itſelf has 

been abuſed and proſtituted to the worſt of Purpo- 
ſes; too oft it has ceaſed from being an Oracle of 
God, and has become an Incentive to Murders, }. 


Rebellions, Maſſacres, and what not? We ſtill | 


ſee it perverted in ſome Inſtances, to ſpread 
Errors, Schiſms, Contention' and Divißon a+ 
mong Chriſtians.” But would any Man that 
profeſſes Religion, ſay, That therefore Preach- 
ing ſhould be altogether ſuppreſſed ? No ſurely ! 
we would readily propoſe, that where the Pul⸗ 
pit is thus abuſed, ſuch Preachers ought to be 
reſtrained, and the whole Order laid under pro- 
75 Regulations; and undoubtedly the ſame 
Reaſoning ſhould take Place here, or, if it is not 

admitted, the Argument will carry us to the moſt - 


unreaſonable Extravagancies. If this be a con- 


cluſiye Argument, That Societies, meeting for 


Prayer and ſpiritual Conference, have been mi- 


managed, and therefore ought) to be deſerted 
N of KEE, NC 2 | r and 


"+" "Soi ball 1. 
9 70 have been. the Effects and Fruits of Meetings 


14. hath blefſedus-with Peace and Purity of the 


24 Alnqurizy into the NaTUR By &c. * 
ts nas of ns it will equally, hold as a 

A Some Societies of private Matt 2 c 
reaſon x; ang. therefore, no nga 7 
y Nies 8 Time, meet toge er ; | 
en, T 0. rdinance, nor civil In * n 
| nas: which has not actu Sr at le 8 
may be-abuſed;; and therefore the Whole of | o. 
boch theſe ſhould be for ever ſuppreſſed. And 
tms if the Objection be of any Force, it con- 
cludes- as ſtrumgly againſt almoſt all E 1 
ments in Society, as againſt the 3 
n wwe plead for. L 

— — There is another Objeslion EY 
ed againſt Society Meetings; += T hat 
= Church of Leal have, by their Pire- 
2 for Tag's and private bis, which is 
Tae their Act, Aug 1 1647. 


declared ſuc into- 
lerable. Their Words are theſe, 3 
ce of Perſons of divers Families, in the Limes 
et of Seen Trouble which Tales 
40 many. Things are comme which 

.*<, therwiſe-ace- not tolerable). yet when God 


„ Goſpel, ſuch. Meetings of Perſons 5 divers 
% Families are to be diſapptoved, as tending to 
2 60 the Hindrance of the relig ious Exerciſe of 
-<5; each Family by itſelf, to the Prejudice of the 
„ publick 1 1 to the renting of the Fa- 
. 4. milies; of lar Congregations, and (in 
0 pt, © ne) 5 — Kirk, beſides 
#240 many Offences w come thereby, 
e x wy hardening be. Hearts. of. carnal 
2 Mo Men, and Grief be Gol: , 


. I 
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F Reticriovs FerLowHIP, 25. 
eyer Regard I have for that Body of Men who, 
conſtituted that Aſſembly; yet I muſt take be 
Liberty to obſerve, 1/f, That it is our Happi- 
neſs, that that Act, AJ 1638. December 17th. 

is not now in Force; by it they. 


Se. 23, 24. is 1 
be. hat from henceforth, no Sort of 
„ Perſon of whatſoever Quality or Degree, be 


cc permitted to ſpeak or write againſt the ſaid 
ce Confellion, (that is the National Covenant,) 
* this Aſſembly, or any Act of this Aſſembly, 
<< and that under the Pain of incurring the Cen- 


© ſures. of this Kirk.“ It may be reaſonably 


thought that a Body of Men ſo jealous of their 
Credit, and ſo apprehenſive of the Cenſures which 
might be made on their Conduct, as to paſs ſuch 
an Act as this, (ſo tyrannical, and laying ſuch a 
heavy Reſtraint on the Freedom of Converſati- 
on among Perſons of whatever Quality or De- 
gree) would of Courſe, and from the ſame Mo- 
tives prohibit all ſuch Meetings as might at any 
Time examine or complain of their Proceed- 
ings. . Not that I think it allowable for Society 
Meetings to canvaſs or cenſure the Proceedings 
of Aſſemblies : (The contrary will appear in its 
roper Place.) But I dare ſay every thinking 
fee will agree with the Rev. Mr. 2 in 
is Eſay en Separation, in pronounci th 
90 cited As to be rats un- 
warrantable, and tyrannical.— But the Aſſembly 
ſeems. to give ſome plauſible Reaſons for pro- 
hibiting ſuch Meetings. Let us then, 2h, See 
of what Force they are. 1/7, The Aſſembly 
ſpeaks of them as allowable, yea commendable 
in Times of Trouble and Corruption, but not 
. Purity gh 
| | 9- 


j F 


? ” 
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ü Goſpel.” nge! That It is our Duty to ok | 
75 _ ene Sa Prayer wien in Paige þ 

Trouble, and yet intolerable when en ; Fd 41 
e Ec. In Times of Corruption and Trou- R 

ble no doubt Chriſtiatis will be more frequent _ 
ard fervent in theſe Exettiſes, but why - muſt 2 
they be laid aſide in all other Events? No Fa 
doubt leſt they preſume tocenſure People, who 


_ would be thought infallible. But further, is a 
chere any Time when Chriſtians are not in for 
Danger of Corruption, thro? the Influence of G; 
Perſons of bad Prbicibles and Morals ? If there- the 

| . 0 ſuch Meetings be Prefer vatives againſt this the 
125 4 are they not always commendable?— mil 

| The Aſſembly. ſeems to inſumate, that neic 
E che Purpoſes bf, uch religious Meetings may waſh 
be obtained in the Exerciſe of Family Religion: obje 
And that therefore the Meetings of Perſons of ings 
7 Families is to be diſcouraged, '. as tend- ercif 


95 to the Hinderance of the religious Exerciſe add. 
ch Family by itſelf. I am awate, that this ings! 
Fee of Family Religion would proba- heart 
vl be objected a Nen 11 hav fiid, Mn the may « 
Expediency or Neceflity of ar it Cotre ther 
ſpondence among Chriſtians. ve referred times 
iving any Anſwer to it WY now z When Tam a Hin 
1 obſerye, I, That tho' Family Religion is at ance a 
once lovely; uſeful, and indeed neceffary, yet that ings t 
intimate religious Correſpondence props poſed "by any o 
"Fellowſhip Meetings, and the Benefits to be ob with d 
tained by ſuch, db appear to be ſeldom if ever at- religiot 
tainable * the Exercife of Family Religion 
Ahne. How rarely will vs find 4 FN 1 qualifi 

_ . Which all or even the greater Part, atf f 
9 or poſes for religious Cojvefton? 
How 


, 


averſe to religious Exerciſes? And would it g 


be exceeding hard to ſhut ſuch an one up froi 


religious Intumacies? But zah, Let us even ſup- 


pole a whale Family diſpoſed to religious Corres 


ndence with one another, yet I fee nq Real 
ſon why ſuch Correſpondence ſhould be confin'd 
to the Family; on the contrary, if Chriſtians 
are: commanded to make their Light thine be- 


- 
- 


fore Men, and as every Man has received the 


Gift, even ſo to miniſter the ſame one to ano- 
ther, Sc, it ſeems highly reaſonable, and even 
the Duty of the Members of a well diſpoſed Fa> 
mily, tq enter into Fellowſhip Meetings with 


neighbouring Chriſtians, in order to attain theſs 


valuable Purpoſes. But perhaps it will be ſtill 
objected in Terms of the Act, that ſuch Meet - 
ings tend to the Hinderance of the religious Ex< 
erciſe of each Family by itſelf. I muſt therefore 


add, 2dy, That this Reaſon againſt Society Meets 


ings ſeems to be the moſtſingularof any have ever 
heard ſuggeſted. With the ſame Reafon we - 
may obe 

ther publick or private, becauſe that at ſom 
times they may come to interfere, and fo prove 
a Hinderance to one another. For the Hinder“ 
ance alledged to be given by Fellowſhip Meets 
ings to Family Religion, cannot be underſtood 
any other Way, than by the one interfering 


with the other, becauſe in all other Views, the 


religious Exerciſes in which we join with neigh» - 
bouring Chriſtians, render us at once better 
qualified for Family Religion, and more diſpo- 
E 2 


7 
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Bio oft js a-ſincere and S ie Chriſtian caffe 
in a Family, whoſe other Members are abſolutely - 


& againſt every Duty of Religion, whe> _ 


4 


* 


| 
| 


led to it—The other Reaſons mentioned in ese [ 


W 
* 
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ready taken Notice of in the Anſwer to the 
firſt Odjection. And I preſume that / every 
Reader will allow, that this Act fo tyrannical 

in itſelf, and ſupported by ſuch weak or extra · 
vagant Reaſons, ought to have no Influence to 
ER from Engagements ſo reaſonable as theſe 
we propoſe. 8 9 
. Thirdly, There is yet another Objection 
Which it will be expected I ſhould take Notice 
of, tho' moſtly urged by Perſons from whom no 
Encouragement to religious Societies of any 
kind can be expected. It is this, That ſuch 
Meetings tend to divert People, whoſe Bread de- 
pends on their daily Labour, from attending their 
civil Callings. For my part, I ſhould be as loath 


2 any Body, to adviſe or encourage People to 


any Thing that ſhould prevent their proper La- 
bours, or keep them from an honeſt Induſtry for 
* earning their Food, But ſure no Body can think 
that a few Hours once a Week, or perhaps but 
once a Fortnight, can give any conſiderable 
e, or prove a real Prejudice. On 
the contrary, it would ſeem that ſuch religious 
Interviews ſhould rather be a Furtherance, be- 
cauſe the more lively a Chriſtian is in the Frame 
of his own Mind, the more allert will he be in 
every other Exerciſe: The more he is eftabliſh- 
ed in the Principles of Chriſtianity, ' the more 
<onſcientious and diligent will he be, doing with 
aul bis Might, what his Hand findeth to do. He 
will labour more chearſully, and alſo more ſuc- 
cefsfully. So that if Conſcience and Diligence 


gare valuable Qualities in a Work- man, the re- 


_ "ligious Engagements I recommend, muſt be 
INTL 5 reckoned 
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reckoned valuable Means for improving theſe — 
The ſevereſt Taſk-maſter will not grudge the 
meaneſt Slave ſome Hours for Relaxation, and 


the cloſſeſt Application muſt allow ſome'time 


for this Purpoſe; but Relaxation does not con- 
ſiſt in the Body or Mind's ceaſing from Action, 
but in changing the Direction of their Aims 
and Exerciſes. I would then aſk' the moſt zea- 
lous Promoter of Induſtry,” whether of the two 
he would moſt approve of? Whether the de- 
vout, conſcientious, and laborious Work-man 

who devotes his leifure Hours to Conference and 
Prayer with his Friends of the ſame Character? 
Or that Man who aſſociates himſelf with yain; 
light or profligate Perſons, waltes his Gain in 


_ Ale-houſes, and his leiſure Time in Folly or 


Crimes? Tf- the firſt of theſe be his Choice, 
there can be no Room for this Objection. 

It appears I think evidently from what bas 
been ſaid, That Fellowſhip Meetings have a real 


and encouraging Warrant, both from Scrip- 


ture, and the Reaſonableneſs of the Thing; 
and that no relevant Objection lies againſt 


them, if ſo be they come under due Regula- 


tions. "This leads _ > a 

III. To offer ſome Regulations, for prevent- 
ing the Incenveniencies and Evils complain d 
of, and for the more effectual obtaining the 


valuable Purpoſes of religious Fellowſhip. 
Attempts have been made this Way already, 
by very good Hands, but tis a Pity, they con- 
fine themſalves to general Obſervations and 
Rules, which moſt of People mind but as ge- 
nerals, and therefore readily indulge themſelves 
in Exceptions. It ſeems therefore neceſſary tocon- 


deſcend. 


2 An aui into the Nature, E. | 

deſcend inthemoſt Us Ay on the pe: 
enn complain d of, and on 
the proper Way . theſe, and of ob- 


” taining the Benefits in View. For this End, 1 
- ſhall, /, Enquire into the Cauſes of the Evils 


3 oz and ſhall endeavour to keep 


them in View, ..while, 24h, I offer the Rules 
which ſeem proper for remedying thoſe Evils, 
and for procuring the Benefits, for which Socie- 
. iy: erer intended. 
— The * which have fo often crept 
le 800 ugs, and the Miſchiefs which 
bon fm Gol, bv fr th mol Pry d. 
together, pr rom one OL, 
ollowing Cauſes;, Either, 
. Pram the Characters and Diſpoſitions 
of the Members, Theſe often oye incompa· 
tible with-the Union and Intereſts of Societies, 
. eſpecially religious Ones. Should we ſuppoſe a 
Parcel of Hypocrites, who have nothing of Re- 
| ligion but a Name and Profeſſion, - yet forming 
mſelues into a Society Meeting, and carry 
on the Cheat on — — their Fellows, png 


de Werld;, the beſt we could expect from ſuth 


would be but Noiſe and Affectation. The 

Fruits of ſuch Meetings muſt be to rivet one 
another in their fooliſh Prejudices ; and to im- 
prove each other in a Shew of Religion, whilſt 
they remain Strangers to ĩts Neal o learn 
Opinionativeneſs in Room of Aeg falſe 
| Znabinficad of true Agdour far (3 Eau. 
aſm in Place of divine Influences, tineſs 
for Humility, Security inſtead of Fa aith, . and 
Formality in Place of real Godlineſs, . Where 


7 wr tres all that: is ö of 


- © 
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or fear'd from Fellowſhip Meetings, does native - 
Bug Men do not lock for n 

- Thiffles, nor for Figs from Thorns ; and we 
may ſoonter expect that Perſons who are Stran- 

gers to the Profeſſion, as well as to the Reality 

of Religion, ſhould attain the Ends of Sotiety 

Meetings, than thoſe we ſpeak of. But with- 

out confining the Suppoſition to Societies en- 
tirely form'd of empty Profeſiors, we may ob- 
ferve, That wherever ſuen Perſons have Ae - 
ceſs and Inſſuence, the liks Evils appear, 
| 2 a lower Degree. If there is but 
one Member of a Society WhO has not the im- 
portant Ends of chriſtian Fellowſhip in view z 
who wants no more by his Memberſhip but ts 
gain = Name and Character, without being at 
ains to deferve it, ſuch a Man readily is, or 
will ſoon become proud, opinionative, tenſo- 
rious, aw. ee ahd while his Profetion 

_ blinds weak and diffident Chriſtians, he many 
Times engages” them to follow him in his Ex- 
trayagancies and Follies; while he diverts the 
Society from their proper Purpoſes, he leads 
them to Coutſes quite oppoſite. Theſe Conſi- 
derations ought to engage us to the utmoſt 


Caution In chuſing our Companiotis, and ad- 
mittin er into our Societies, and for 
theſe Reaſons I have inſiſted the more on them. 


But what we th conſider more attentivelx 


is, That even where Perſors who are really ex- 
ertiſed in Godlinefs are aſſociated together; and 
where we might hope for the happieſt Effects, 
yet even there the Skill of Satan, and the De- 
ceſtfulneſs of our own Hearts, defeat our Hopes 
and bring on à fad Reverſe of them. Oft 5 
V PIES that 


7 6 4 4 : N 2 


worry 
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that. Enemy of our Souls (tho we are not ig- 
norant of his Devices) take Advantage of our. 


Weakneſs; while he finds too much Matter in 


our corrupt Minds to work on, by which he 


ruins Society. As by exciting the Pride of our 
ſirſt Parents in Paradiſe, he found the Way to 
tuin human Society even in its Birth, ſo by that 


ame Art he often preyails to deſtroy that Uni- 


When a Member of ſuch Society comes to think 
more highly of himſelf than he ought to think, 
when he becomes conceited of his own Gifts, 
and proud of his Attainments or other Peculi- 
ars, he natively. falls into all that Train of Evils 
which undo Society. Fond of himſelf he be- 

comes inſenſible to the Excellencies of his Com- 
erat ok or even begrudges them,—He grows 
dlind to his own Imperfections and Errors, but 
a ready Diſcerner of the Failings or Faults of 
his Neighbours. [This makes him deſpiſe every 
Body whoſe Graces and Gifts he thinks ſhort of 
his own ;./,and at the ſame Time, makes him 
judge thus of every one he converſes with. 
Such Sentiments ſoon render him incapable of 
the ſocial Virtues, but under the fatal Influence 
of theſe Diſpoſitions which are oppoſite to 
Friendſhip. He becomes, haughty, arrogant, 


alluming, every Thing muſt be done by his Di- 2 


rection, nothing is to be approven if he is not ſa- 
tisfied, nor any bing agreed to if it be not his 
Opinion,—In a Word, bis Will muſt be the 
Law of the Society, he grows {tiff and poſitive, 
andi if be is not humoured, be. becomes ſullen, 


croſs, fretful, ke HM paſſionate. We may 


eeaſily conceive, it will be extremely difficult fo 


* 


r 
his 


. 


* 
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emhroiled by it. 
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ompanions to brock ſuch a T 8 "3 
Wy — poſſeſſed of ſuch Degrees of +4 
Sr as would be requiſite A i 
E ne, however 2 o- 

on. would. be loſt on a Perſon of this Car- 
ter, ſo that wherever this Lemper is . 
the Happineſs of that Society. e | 


mutual Affection, Confidence, G cool 
Ab ſoon ceaſe, while Jealouſy, \Dilcord, 
will, Reſentment, Malice, Wrath, &c.. — 


each other, until ſuch Societies, — wk 
of Love and Union, become Scenes 
tion and Seminaries of Diſcord; and 15 


' Evils begun in private Societies oft come to ſpread 


Err 
What a 'watchful Guard ben 


Member of re — e. 3 


leſt that cunning — 1 in upon the un- 


guarded Minds? Do we find our Tempers be- 


coming warm, do we betome ſtiff in our pecu- 
Opinions, are we fretted by Contradiction, 


do e ſind a Coldneſs in our AﬀeRions to ſuch 


as differ from us, feel we a Pleaſure in n 
and publiſhing the Faults of our Neighbours 
By each of theſe our Pride is demonſtrated: 
Theſe Diſpoſitions render us unfit, yea d 2 4 
ousMembers of any and of every Society : 
naturally tend to break the Peace of — 

| — ee wand eve * ſocial 

ngage 
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Engagement whether publick or private, ſacred 


or Bol, as well as thefe-we now "of, 
th Secondly, Another Cauſe-producing'the Evils 
complain d of from relig n is Miſma- 
nagements in their Meetings witheach other. Tis 
indeed no more practi to condeſcend on all 
the Errors ſuch Meetings may fall into, than it 
is to deſcribe all the Miſtakes we may fall into 
in the Courſe of Life. -I ſhall name but the 
followi as what both more common 
| and mo fatal to Societies. ½, The in- 
dulging of idle and trivial Converſation. —T his, 
' tho! innocent in itſelf, yet becomes really crimi- 
nal, while it prevents more uſeful Exerciſes, 
oft cuts them out altogether, and readily intro- 
duces a more fatal tho a more ſpecious Abuſe, 
viz. 24h, Fooliſh and unprofitable Queſtions 
and Diſputes, even on Scripture Subjects, the So- 
hution of which can be given by no Mortal, 
nor would it profit us tho” obtained. This 
Abuſe natively leads, 34%, To a daring and 
over-· curious Prying into the Myſteries of Reve- 
lation; they would be wiſe above what is writ- 
ten, but they darken Knowledge by Words 
without Wiſdom; they turn aſide into vain 
Janglings, deſiring to be Teachers of the Law, 
yet neither underſtanding what they ſay, nor 
whereof they affirm. Thus they become heady 


and notional, and their Meetings prove a Source 


of Error and Hereſy. This Humour is always 
connected with, 4thly, An inſatiable Itch to 
meddle in the 1 of the Day. They 
readily decide and determine in all Queſtions, 
even in theſe Matters in which Minifters and 


| Chriſtfans, ie moſt 9 for . 
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and Grace both now and in all Ages have differ- 
ed: or differing in Opinion with other, 


they come {to ſplit, and prove Seminaties of 
Schiſm in a Country-fide.” This natively brings © 


them, 5thly, To criticiſe'on the Conduct of Mi- 
niſters, and others with whom they have no- 
thing to do: A Practice which ſooths their Vani- 
ty, while it nouriſhes their Pride, and introduces 
Self- conceit, Preſumption, Contempt of Ordi- 
nances, Diſregard to Miniſters, Cc. Cc. 
Theſe Miſmanagements appear the more dan- 


gerous when we obſerve, how intimately 


are connected one with another. They creep 
into Societies, they gain Strength quickly, tho? 
almoſt imperceptibly, and oft remain undifco- 
vered until they are no more to be corrected : 

Our only Security therefore againſt theſe, is to 
keep at the utmoſt Diſtance from the very leaſt 
of them. | . . ee 
2 theſe above named — of = Com- 
plaints made againſt Soci eetings, I might 
add, That *. — by Want of — 
each other in civil Life, or by Indiſcretion in 
their Behaviour toward thoſe that are Strangers 
to their Profeſſion and Fellowſhip, have oſt in- 
jured Society, have broke their Unity, and made 
them and their Members fall into Contempt. 
But theſe and others I will probably have oca- 
lon to point out in the Regulations intended. 
Perhaps ſome People will think, that what I 
have ſaid concerning the Characters of Members 
of Society Meetings, and the Dangers of miſ- 
managing theſe, is a ſtronger Argument againſt 
ſuch Fellowſhip than all I have advanced in their 
Payours, Before I leave the Subject I ſhall 
e —there- 
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- 
two or three Perſans conferring, together: about 


te religious Engagements propoſed, hut may be 
of Uſe to qualify and diſpoſe us. to 48 A proper 


therefore. 


per for remedying the Evils complain'd of, 5 


ting to their Conduct toward each other i in civil 


pow An N we. | 


| tharrowblerchy That the ſe Eyils PN 5 
than what 1 of AD Ep in the ; World are 
* 


we cannot conceive ably 


religious Things, but we muſſ perceive the fame 
Evils as;threatning their Gorref 


rreſpondence,, as So- 
ciety Meetings are expoſed to. Ta : ſhall ere. 


fore in the Regulations propoſed, endeayour to. 


lay down ſuch Rules as may not only, direct in 


Part in every ſocial, Engagement in We. 1 
-:Secendly, To offer ſomeRules which Be pro- 


for procuring the Benefits for which Socie 
ultimately 3 Jo this kun Tal 
I, Offer fome Rules relating to the Le 

And Character, which Members of religious 

cĩeties ought to ſtudy themſelves, and by hich 


they ought to chuſe their Companions, - 24h, 


L:ſhalt- offer ſome Rules relating to the proper 
Exerciſe of religious Societies in their Meeting 
Zaly, Lihall offer ſome Directions rela- 


* 
1 


Life. And, 4thiy, I ſhall mention ſome of theſe 
Obligations which relate to their Behaviour to- 
ward thoſe that are without, and are Stran- 

gere to their Profeſſion and Fellowſhip. 

Nin, Tam to offer ſome Rules by which 
Members of religious Societies ought to form 
themſelves, and by which they ought to chuſe 
their Companions.— In general, every Thing 


4 ae eee rift Life „ every, Grace, 
3 a eve 


- 
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2 every Duty 
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required of 
muſt bo our om Study, 


and tie great Qualification which recommends: 
our Friends to us. Art habitual Senſe of divine 
Fruths, ſpiritual Affectons, with a Heart en- 
erciſed in Filthy arid Godlineſs, are che Things 
_ which conſtitute the new Creature; make ue 
Fellow Citizens with the Saints, , and of the 
Houfhold of God; and are therefore Things 
which at once quaſify and difpoſe us to maintain 
munion with Saints on Earth. Chriſtiani- 
. indeed form a valuable and worthy Mem- 
r of Society in general, and is indiſpenſably 
neceſſary 4 Metther of a religious Society- 1 
am not to enter into a Detail of chriſtian Vir 
tues: I ſhalfconfine myſelf to mention the fol- 
lowing chriftian Excelleneies, which are more? 
peculiarly requiſite iti order to religious Fellow- 
ſhip ; and which tho? ſeldom the Attainment, 
MN are always the Endeavour of every worthy 
e and one — End of n Inti- 


macies. 

1. Such büglit to yy the Knowledge of 
themſelves, of che Scriptures their © 

Aim, To know ourfelves, is an Attainment 
of the greateſt — — in itſelf, as well as 
a firſt tate Accompliſhment to quality us for So- 
ciety. To get the better of Self- conceit and 
Preſumption, to attain a juſt Seuſe of the 
Evil of our Ways, the Depravity of our Na- 
tures, the Deceitfulneſs of our ENS the' 
_ Weakneſs of our Frame, and the Danger we 


are by all theſe expoſed to, will give the Soul a 


noble Reliſh for NETS 1 makes the 
; | ANT. 


— 


38, Aringuizy into the Narvag, &c, 
| Scriptures proved deliglitful Study; the more 
ſuch ian „ God, the 
more dhe delights in the ſacred Theme, and the 
more he ſtudies it, like the Pſalmiſ, be communes 
with hit own. Heart . like the noble Bereans, 
At xvii. 11. He ſearches the Scriptures daily, 
for he knows, that in them we haue eternal Fife, 5 
for they tg of Ghrift,, John v. 39. By ſuch 
iſpoſition and Exerciſe, a Chriſtian will be 
_ furniſhed with an inechauſtible Fund of the moſt 
_uſeful Materials for ſpiritual Conference, and 
the Edification of his religious 2 8 
2. Such Knowledge is natively attended 
with the higheſt Eſteem of our God and Savi- 
our, the moſt fervent Deſues after his Image 
and Fayour, and a high Delight in every Thing 
that relates to him. And what a noble Qualifi- 
cation is ſuch a Diſpoſition of Mind, for a 
Member of a Fellowſhip Meeting! This often 
makes his Tongue as the Pen of a ready Wri- 
ter, inditing Things concerning the King, and 
while his own Soul glows with the ſacredArdour, 
he often like a live Coal kindles the heavenly 
Flame in his devout Companions. 
3. Mbeſe Attainments lead a Soul to en- 
tertain the great Meſlage of the Goſpel. A Soul 
ſenſible of the glorious Excellencies of our 
Lord, will be to an habitual Applica- 
tion to him, that out of his Fulneſs they may 
receiye and Grace for race. The bleſſed Ef. 
|  -- fects of this Exerciſe which a Chriſtian's daily 
. Experience can record, qualify him happily for 
the Society of ſincere Chriſtians. . Tis a pecu- 
bar Happinels to a Pilgrim to find a Companion 
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who knows the Way they are to travel. And 
it muſt” be à peculiar Happineſs to one travel- 
ling towards Zion, to find one who knows the 
Way thro' Baca's Vale, and the Method of pro- 
curing ſuch Refreſhment there, as may enable 
them to go from Strength. to Strength until 
they arrive before Gt. 


_ 4: To the Knowledge and Love of facred 
Things, a worthy Member muſt add an undiſ- 
ſembled Love, a hearty Good - will and brother- 
ly Affection to our Friends and Brethren, and 
ſuch a Love to Mankind in general as will en- 
See oy to ſeek _—— - - 1 | 
Chriſtianity is properly eli gion of Love : 
Love is — bn for God is — Love is 
its Nature and Eſſence, for he that dwelleth in 
Love dwelleth in God, and God in him, 1 po” 
iv. 16. Love is its great Precept, for our Lord 
ſays, This is my Commandment, that ye love ano 
| ther as T have loved you. And how neceſſary 
an Excellency is this to Society? Tis this which 
lays the Foundation of Unity and Harmony 
among Brethren. *Tis this which diſpoſes to 
Charity, Forgiveneſs, Forbearance, Bowels of 
n, and true Sympathy towards our 
Brethren. Tis this makes us take Part in all 
the Cares, Fears, Griefs or Joys of our Friends. 
*Tis this which engages to adviſe, comfort, aſ- 
ſiſt, encourage, and in one Word, with Chear- 
fulneſs to full all the Obligations, and contri- 
bute to all the valuable Purpoſes of chriſtian 
FRA 57 05. Worth 
5. Humility and Lowlineſs of Mind is an 
Excellency of the moſt eſſential Importance, in 
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his Fellow? Can a Man, call himſelf a Diſciple th 
meek and lowly? Did the great God and our Pe 
Saviour while miniſtring on give us an Ex- P 

- -ample, by his beating with the many Follies, - 


Infirmities and Faults of bis woe Diſciples? And 
F ill not his Followers take the ſacred Direction, 
| | Rom: xii. 16. Mind not high Things, cendeſcend 
15 Men of low Eftate, and be not wiſe in your = 
enn Gonceits ? Did he ſtoop to waſh the Feet of. 
his Diſciples, and will any of his Followers ever 
think they can do enough for or bear enough with 
' thoſe: that are dear to him? Finally, can we be 
ſenſible of our owh-Infirmities, without ſympa- 
thiſing with others under the like, and contri- 
_ * /buting-qurutmoſt Endeavours to remove them? 
The Apoſtle's Command therefore ſhould have 
an univerſal Influence, Phil, ii. 3. Let nothing 
be dome thro' Strife or vain Glory, but in Lauuli- 
neſe ef Mind lei each efteem others better than 
tbemſelves. 9 5 Ma" F wh Wu. - 
=o 6. The genuine Fruit of Humility is Meek- 
= nels and Patience. Paſſion and Reſentment are 
the well known Children of Pride, theſe ruin- 
eme Plagucs of Society reſemble each _ 
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both in, their Nature and Effects. Both of theſe 


cloud our Reaſon, make us inſenſible of Duty, 
and indeed incapable. of it. But Meekneſs and 


Patience have oppolite Natures and oppoſite Ef- 


fects. Theſe "keep the Mind calm and ſober, 
and therefore Capable of exerciſing our ſeveral 

Faculties in a regular Way; they make us judge 
of Things as they really are, and prevent our 


being impoſed on by the falſe Light by which 
Paſſion diſguiſes them; and thus they render us 


| capable of a 83 Diſcharge of the ſocial Du- 


eſe Incidents which in our im 


ties, in ſpite of all | | 
perfect State provoke to Anger and Strife; they 
prevent our taking Offence at the Inadverten- 
cies or Imperfections of our Companions, and 
at the ſame Time keep us from giving Offence 
to Others. It is thus we muſt fulfil the great 
Precepts of the Apoſtle, Epb. iv. 2, 3. Tra 
all Lowlineſs and Meekneſs, with Long-ſuffer- 


ing, | forbearing one another in Love, endeavour+ 


7 .of Rerticrouvs FeLLows Hip; 4t. 


* 
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ing to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond W-: 


Peace. and v. 31, 32. Let all Wrath and Bite. 


terneſs, and Anger, and evil ſpeaking be put a 

way „ you, . with all Male. nd 45 8 5 
kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving 
one another, even as God for Chriſt's ſake hath 
forgiven you. Let us put on therefore, as the 


Elec of Gd, Holy and Beloved, Bowels of Mer- 
cies, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, 


Long-ſuffering, forbearing one another, forgry- 


ing one another. If any Man have a Yuarrel 


againſt any, even as Chraft forgave you, ſo alſo 
do ye; and, above all theſe Things, put on Cha- 
rity, which it the Bond of Perfecnefs, Col. lil, 
I2, I3, 14. | . 2 | 4 
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Jo all theſe we ſhould-add e e 
6 


| * | _ complaiſant and 
Ward all Men, ee X cold: 
and indifferent Look, or a ſour and 


Way, is not only unlike, but is reallyinconſi- 
ſtent with Friendſhi Such a Behariour al- 
was expreſſes: fome P | 
if it does not produce eſentment, # Nat it | 
Introduces ſuch Coldneſs as breaks u p Intimacy ;. 
but that eaſy and brotherly Carriage which the 
Seriptare- preſcribes, increaſes our F Ne of 
eachother; whets our Defire after Socit with 
oneandther, makes us delightinit, gives Weight 
to each others Advice: or Example; chears up 
the Mind to Activity in ſocial Duties; and thus 
makes every Friend fond of his religious Com- 
panion, and active in imitating him. How fre- 
gquentiy and warmly do the Seriptures urge this 
© lovely\ Temper of Mind, Nom. xii. 18. Br 
kindly affrctioned one to another, in brotherly 
Lope, in Honour preferring one another. Tit. iii, 
2. Be gentle, ſhewing all Maelneſi to all. Men. 
1 Pet. iii. . Finally, be al of ont | Mind, 
having * fon one of another; Tout as Bre- 
thren, be pitiful, be courteous, not rendering 
Railing for Railing, but contrarywiſe Bleſſing, 
: The 15 dom that is from above is firſt pure, then 
peaceable, gentle and eaſy to be entreated, full 
of Mercy and good Fruits, without "Rs and 
without Hypocriſy, Ja. wi. 17. 
4 W. As another Qualification for Society, 
to ſtudy an open, frank and 
Way of actin towards all we converſe , 
whether our religious Intimates or others, A 
aul, . _ and ſullen * 
| too 
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'| $ often indulged, if not affected, by ſome 
(wo. 7 


ofeſſors of Religion) makes Stra 
amiſs of Chriſtianity itfelf, as a peeviſh and dif- 
contented Principle, diſcourages many -alnoft 
Chriſtians, and renders the Converſation of re- 
ligious Meetings flat, inſipid and diſtaſteful. To 
render our Converſation truly edifying, it ought 
to be /eaſoned with Salt, not only as to its Mat- 
ter, but as to its Manner, eſpecially when we 
conſider, that our Deſire after Society is always 
attended with a Deſire after Satisfaction with 
thoſe we converſe with. Thus, a misjudging 


World ſeek nothing more in Company than 


Joy and Mirth: They make a Feaſt Mos Laugh- 
ter, and Wine maketh them merry, Such Mirth 
is ſoon turned into Mourning; ſuch Joy is but 
a falſe Appearance of true Gladneſs. This is 
only to be found with the Diſciples of Jeſus ; 
none elſe have Right to it. Light is ſow for | 
the Righttous, and Gladneſs for the „ e 
Heart, Pfal. xcvii. 11. It is in the Dwellings 
of the Righteous that the Voice of Joy and 


. Gladneſs is heard, Their Privilege it is to re- 


joice cuermore. And this Part they ought to 
act. True Religion not only lays a Foundation 
for Chearfulneſs and Serenity of Mind, but af- 
fords the moſt excellent Subjects to enliven the 
Converſation of Chriſtians, and thereby to com- 


municate Joy and Gladneſs of Heart to each o- 


ther. Thus it was with the peaceful Meeting 
mentioned As ii. 46, 47. They did eat their 
Meat with Gladueſs and Singleneſs of Heart, 


| praifing God, and having Fubu with all the 
People: And with a View to this Chearfulneſs 
ee n 


Leit 


. 


1 Let the Word of Chrift dwell in you richly in 1 A 
Wiſdom, teaching and admoniſbing one another in 54 
Pſalms and Hymns and ſpiritual Songs, finging 
with Grace in your Hearts to the Lord. 
9. To all theſe we muſt add the Study of 1 
Prudence and Diſcretion. By this I mean a 54 
a 

d 


wiſe and judicious apprehending the Advantages 
or Difadyantages which may follow on Events or 


Actions, and thence a becoming Care and Acti- =” 
vity to ſnun the threatning Evils, and obtain the ow” 
Benefits hoped for. This is a Virtue, which tho? = 
difficult to attain, . of the greateſt Neceſ- * 
ſity. to Members of religious Societies, for two pr 
reat Purpoſes. 1½, In order to regulate our own 7 
a and the Frame of our Minds, and this 10 
not only by reſtraining theſe Affections and Paſ- 4 
ſions which lead to Folly, but alſo by regulating an 
and directing all the Faculties, and even theſe his 
© Fxcellencies which conſtitute a valuable Mem- VI 
| ber of Society; becauſe the greateſt Virtues, __ 
when either carried to Excefs or unſuitably di- M. 
E rected, degenerate into Vices; and theſe, by , 
© fo much more dangerous, as they are cloathed 2 0 
in the Habits of Religion: For Example, How 2 
oft has Zeal for Truth (whether apprehended, — 
or the real Truths, yet not eſſential to Chr:ſtia- fee 
nity) by mixing with our own Paſſions, dege- wed 
nerated into Schiſm, Superſtition, Cruelty and ſold 
Perſecution ? How oft has Humility ſunk into and 


Credulity and an implicit following of thoſe whoſe 
Knowledge and Judgment we- reckon ſuperior 
to our own? How oft has Aﬀability dwindled 
down into Impertinence, and Chearſulneſs into 
; Levity and Folly ? ' Theſe, and innumerable 
other Inſtances which every one's Reflection and 
9 wa Sera Experience 


b * 
7 
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Exbhriclce will readily ſuggeſt to them, ſhews - 
the Danger one runs, either by exceeding or giv- 
ing a wrong Turn even to Diſpoſitions, other- 
wiſe the moſt valuable, and thereby ſhews the 
- Neceflity of Prudence, in order to prerent ſuch 
fatal Miſtakes. 24h, This Virtue is further 
neceſſary, in order to improve our Correſpon- 
dence with each other to our mutual Profit: Te 
is jr nt we Virtue —_— ints out the Ad- 
vantages to be obtained, and the beſt Method 
of obtaining them. This hews the Dune = 
are expoſed to, and ſhews how to remed 
prevent them. Tt is this directs a wiſe 
when to ſpeak, and when to be ſilent; hate 
to ſhut his Eyes to his Neighbour's Infirmities, 
and when to admoniſh him; when to applaud 
and — and when to adviſe and direct 
him. In a Word, *tis in the-Exerciſe of this 
Virtue, that, as our Saviour commands, we-are s 
to be wi/e as wt” ap; and Ae a Doves, = 
Matth: x. 16. | | 
10. Prudence will always be att led with 
a decent Modeſty and Reſerve in all we do or 
ſay, Forwardneſs and Preſumption are the ge- 
nuine Fruits of Pride or Folly, and their 
fects in Society are always nauſeey#,' if not al- 
ways fatal, here therefore we find a Man 
ſelf-confident, pretending” to every Excellency, 
and boaſting of his own Merits, we may rea- 
ſonably conclude ſuch an one preſumptuous, 
and walking in a Path ſo ſlippery, as that while 
he thinketh himſelf wiſe he will readily 
to be a Fool. Do we find one vain of his Pro- 
feſſion, oſtentatious of his Attainments, | noiſy 
about ENTITY or ic doings, and 3 


/ | Tf quali $0 oi 3 choſen 
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. 46 AvInquizx imo the Na rox, Ec. 
ne We may 
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to Modeſty and Humili 
rg we 4 0 — talkative, 
he ſees or hears, divulging even the 
of this Friends, or their Counſels and Secrets? 
Such an one we ſhould fly, as of So- 
| a and if we do not ſuſpect his Veracity, at 
| we muſt condemn bis Folly. . True 
uueſty is the Reverſe of all this; 4 
—5 therefore always reſerved; Fn ſelf· diffi- 
dent, and therefore always cautious; ever know- 
ing that the Tongue is an wnruly Evil, full 
of deadly Poiſon, and therefore keeping it in as 


with 4 Bridle, and Maine e Warn over his | 


Lips that he ſin not. 
- 11. Laſt, One 


properly qualified for xe · 


ligious Society, muſt not only ſtudy every Grace 
and Excellency of Chriſtianity, and endeavour 


to grow in Virtue, but ought alſo uni- 


verſation becoming the 
Diſcharge of of all the Duties of Devotion 
vrhether in Publick, in Family, or in Secret; 
and by a careful Performance of all the relative 
Duties he is bound to, whether as a Father, a 
Huſband, a Child, a Relation, a Servant, or 


Neighbour, &c. A Man muſt appear in a very, 


- ridiculous Light, who pretends to be qualified 
as Member of a ſelect Society, yet knows not 
ho to act in the general Society of which all 
Mankind are Members; and yet mote unac- 
countable, if, while he does not act a proper 
Part in Family Society, he ſhould yet think him- 
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formly to exerciſe theſe b 8 and Con- 
pol; that is, by a 


whoſe 


Work N 
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n 
indeed lovely, and that a Society made up of 


ligious Society muſt: with Sincerity and Ardour 
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Weork-isifor and their 
ſo intimate and tender. But would we: approve: 

ourſelvesasChildren of God; blameleſs and harm<- 
leſs, without Rebuke; would we-ſhine as Lights: 
in a dark Place, then whatever our Station be, 
whatever our Calling, whatever our Relations 
be, to theſe we muſt with Diligence and Faith» 
fulneſs attend, as theſe who: are not ſlothiful in 
Buſineſs, but fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord: 
Without this, our Profeſſion: muſt be ridiculed; 
and as Way Oe: rollen of thro? our 


yn 
Body- will think, that Aan Chon 
deſcribed by the above Advices, is 


ſuch, would be at once uſeful and agreeable; 
but I'll be aſked, Where are ſuch Companions 
to be had? If none but Perſons ha attain ta 
theſe Excellencies are to be Members : of Society 
Meetings, tis the ſame Phing as if they were 
abſolutely prohibited. In Anſwer to this Ob- 


jection, let it be conſidered; 1//5 That Lam far 


from aſſerting that Perfection in all: thoſe Ac- 
compliſhments and Attamments 


is to be requi- 
red in thoſe we chooſe as our Friends; for, if 


i, we-muſt go out of the World ere: we find 


one: All Taffertis, That o for re- 


make theſe Chriſtian Excellencies his. Aim, his 
Study and Endeavour. 2dly; That one who ia 


a Stranger to theſe V irtues is indeed incapable | 


acting a proper Part in any Society in Liſe,  whe- 
ther ſacred or civil; chat theſe are the 


culiarly 


— 


bs m 
x, * 


which qualify us for every ſocial Engagement: 85 
3 enter into, and are pe- 


N » 4 \ 


48 An Inqurzr into the Na runk, Sc. 3 * 
euliarly requiſite in all En ents of a relſ” 
gious Kind. 3dlyy That Society Meetings do in 
vo Sr 5 weak, 9 | 
and corrupt Creatures, and one grand Deſign of 
their Meetings is to form and improve one ano- 


VO 
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ther in all theſe Endowments and Diſpoſitions 
which may render them uſeful and agreeable to 1 
eachother, and may qualify them ſor acting well in & 
every Capacity, whether as Men or as Chriſtians. # 
Fromall whichwe may conclude, That:ifwe our- * 
ſelves are honeſtly ſtudying theſe Attainments, 2 
if we make it our Buſineſs to improve in them, «4 
we will certainly find ſuch an Exerciſe prove an -t 
effectual Attractive, engaging the Affections of i+ 
all whoare of a like Temper, and have the ſame t 
Attainments in View; and in like Manner, d 


where we find Perſons profeſſing a Deſire and 


Endeavour after the Virtues and Excellencies 

4 of Chriſtianity, we are in the Judgment of 

= Charity to regard ſuch as Brethren; to receive 2 

ſuch — Intima r _ them as Friends 2 

'1 and ions, while we find nothing which vi 
may give Reaſon to judge that thei Pon ou 
has been inſincere. Nor muſt we think our- die 


ſelves abſolved from the Obligations of Friend- 
ſhip, even tho we diſcover various Weakneſſes, 
and even frequent Failings in ſmaller Matters, 
ſo long as we can in Charity think our Com- 
panion ſincere in his Profeſſion; on the contra- 
ry, we ought to mind tbe apoſtolick Precept, 
3 2 Theſſ. v. 14. Comfort the Feeble- minded, and 
4 reed lo yuan En $4. 
* *- Tho? Society Meetings are really calculated 


for forming and improving the Endowments and 
Diſpoſitions which become Chriſtians, yet wm 
e N e t 


oof Rr tes tops Fsrrowenir. 49 


Means; and; Breaches in Charity, Holley, 
c are often complained of from 
stheſe very 8c 


the 


geit come to loſe the End, by milappy! 


ieties which are deſigned to culti- 
Late and improve theſe Excellencies, Tis there- 


fore neceſſary to condeſcend in as particular a 


Manner as may be, on ſuch Rules as may moſt 
effectually prevent the Evils complained of, 
and. may direct to the uſeful, and valuable Pur- 
- Secondly, Lo mention ſuch. Rules as relate 
- to the, Exerciſe of religious Companions in 
their Fellowſhip.: Meetings. ——E very - Society 
has an undoubted Right to preſcribe Rules to 
their own Members: And I would, not be un- 
derſtood as precluding any of that Privilege, by 
blaming, far leſs condemning thoſe wha ſhould 
form to themſelves Rules different from thoſe 1 
olfer, or perhaps in ſome Inſtances of leſs Mo- 
ment, even contrary to them: But, whatever _ 
Rules are agreed on by the Society, I would ad- 
viſe, That, a fair Copy of them ſhould be wrote 
out; That every Member ſhould promiſe Obe- 


dience to them, or ſubſcribe them, as the So- 


 Ciety ſhall appoint; That they ſhould be read o- 
ver in Meeting at ſtated Times, and upon the 
Admiſſion of every new Member; And that 
they ſhould ever ly by the Meeting, to be refer- _ 
red to as Circumſtances require. As I appre- 
hend that the following Rules, if duly attended 
to, would prevent — of the Evils complained 
of or f „and at the ſame Time help to at- 
tain. the real Purpoſes. of 58 Meetings, I 
ſhall therefore give them in the Form, in which © | 
I would adviſe Members, to ſubſcribe, or 8 


1 
* . 
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iſe Obedience to them ; Only 1 ſhall add ſonre 


E ; 
of fore of them.—.—1IU 


the Regulations for Society Mectings 
'Mated'as follows. © on «« 
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I. „ That we ſhall meet to 


IM) * on ſuch Days, and at ſuch Hou ſes, as. the 
CEOS. oh ball fix on, 


and ſhall not abſent our- 
ſelves from theſe Meetings without neceſſary 
e. of which our Fellows ſhall jndge the 


* It bas often happened, thut after Perſons have 
formed themſelves into ſuch Societies, without 


regarding their Attendanee as 2 Matter of Duty, 
that every one thinks every trivial Buſineſs which 
comes in his Way a ſufficient Reaſon for his 
Abſence; and thus ſuch Societies have in 2 
little Time dwindled altogether away. Every 
Member ſhould therefore regard his Attendance, 
not as a Matter of Indifference, but of Impor- 
*nce and Conſcience, and not to be diſpenſed 
With, unleſs where Duties or Events of 'greater 
© Tmpertance, or at leaſt of more prefling Neceſ- 


ſity interveen. To this we are obliged, Heb. x. 
_— oe . 


» - 


n f IX 4 
\ 


- 26.8 Let ut confider one another, to provoke 
unto. 14 and to gend Horks, not 1 lee the 


Fr of ourſe 2 together, as the os , 


ome 1s, but ox borting one ansther ;" W 7 Þ Much 
A f as ye fea; the Day approaching, 
In our Meetings we ſhall carefully Wun 
4 all idle and triflin Converſation: We ſhall, 
7 as commanded, 115 1 


; 4 Strivings a baut tho Law; for they are unpro- 
Fable and vain.) We as required, 
; 1 Tim, iv. 7. Refuſe pro l e 
1 2 and exerciſe ourk 

| "Bike 
= | - I. # One of our ; Number Nall gen o- 

n the Meeting, by ſinging 4. Part of a 

60 Sake, read read ings . Portion of — Scriptures, 
A * and UE — and others pro- 
ng, we all engage to per- 


40 Are or Backwardneſa.— 
In day. every one ſhall be copfined 

0 — — proper by 

eit one was preaching, nor introducing unne- 

2 „injurious or uncharitable Reſſections 

4 on oublick Matters, or on the Conduct and 

-& . | 


< cation, Adoration, Confeſſion, Petition and 
4% Thankſg giving. The Neglect of this 
Rule will — attended with many dreadful Con- 
e condeſcended on under Rules 11th 
and I2 


0 WT tte 28 to r 
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ini. 9.—Avoid foalſh Jus- | 
<<, tions and G mengen, and N A 


ves rather . G- 


00 1 in our ſeyeral Turns, without Relu- 


ofk.;. that is, not praying as 


| ©. ciety ; but we ſhall confine ourſelves to Invo- 


. 
— — 
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V. “ Beſddes theſe. Matters of Periion, 1 
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e ther as à Society or is Sin etch, we. ſhall, 


— 


„ thro' Grace, welle with 


X 4 4 of 
„ refreſhing, and for reviving. his ork 


4e in the Midſt of the Lear: We "halt en- 


p deayour to plead with God, that he woulk 


| « the his Miniſters ' a double Portion of 
«c 


pirit; That he would ſtrengthen what Ke 


has wrought for any Corner of his Vineyard, 


« or for any who have felt his convinein 
© Power, and would make Converſion — 
© to become even univerſal; and we ſhall ſtu- 
dy to have in particular Remembrance the 
% Tntereſt of Religion in the Congregations 
„ whereof. we are ogg and the Earthen. 
„Veſſel among us to which the great and ſa- 
4 (cred Treaſure is committed.“ /. lxii. 
6, 2.17 that make Mention f the Lord, le 
not Silence, and give him no Reſt, till he % 
and till he make Ferafalem a Praiſe in the Barth. 
VI. As Prayer and Praife are eſſential 
% Parts of the Exerciſe of religious Societies, 
e ſhall therefore take Care that the Time 
&« of our Meeting be as equally divided betwixt 


<< theſe and Chriſtian Conference as may be, 


« or ſo as that the one may not preclude we 
« ther.“ 
VII. The Perſon who firſt officiates in hs 


4% above-named Duties, ſhall, in opening our 


Conference, aſk firſt, Whether any of our 


„Members have any Queſtion to ſe a- 
4 bout which their e been, 9 ſpe- 

** cially exerciſed ? Or if there be any Thing 
in the State of their Mind about which they 
« want the Opinion or Advice of the Meeting: 
* I none offer, he thall next ates Whe- 


ther 
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&. ther. any Thing has caſt up to any of the: 
Members in the Courſe of their Experiences, 
J or of God's Providence toward them, which 
' $52 may, be either edify ing, confirming or com- 
* forting, ot which may afford Matter for 
<<. Praiſe, or may require our mutual Sympathy: 
in Prayer? If nothing of this Nature offer, he 
ſhall next enquire, If any of the Socigty have 
+ any Queſtion or Caſe to propoſe, about which 
e they deſire to have the Judgment of the 
Meeting!“ After mentioning this Rule, 
I think it neceſſary to add ſome what more par : 
ticularly relating to this Part of the Exerciſe of 
Society Meetings. -A great many Miniſters and 
judicious Chriſtians have declared themſelves a- 
gainſt this Practice of communicating Experi- 
ences, as a Thing which tends to-nouriſh ſpiri- 
tual Pride in ſome, tempts others to Hypocriſy 
and AﬀeRation, diſcourages Chriſtians of leſſer 
Abilities and lower Attainments, and in general 


| 

« leads to Lnthuſiaſmq. But I apprehend, that 
e 

t 


thoſe Conſequences proceed rather from the 
Manner in which Experiences are communi- 
cated in ſome Societies, than from the Practice it- 
ſelf: For, Fit, Some Experiences are in them- 
felves conſirming Evidences of the Truth of 
Chriſtianity in general, and of practical God- 
lineſs in particular; ſuch as remarkable Re- 
turns of Prayer, ſignal Deliverances from 
Temptations, Afflictions or Dangers of any 
Kind, ſpecial Benefits obtained in the Uſe of 
Ordinances, &c. To communicate Expe- 
riences of theſe. Kinds to aur Chriſtian Inti- 
mates, muſt be allowed to be highly reaſonable 
and proper, if we would not candemn the Opi- 

a * nion 
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{ bxviz-1b; calls all who fear God to come 


„Some Experiences, 


> Soul. Secaridy | 
cially. ſome| which relate to his moſt inmoſt X- 


nila ab afrinek.s. lod as give him great 


Anxiety, leave bim very much in the 
Dark is bin of them, or how to be ex- 
 ___ exciſed under them. Nay, there is no Doubt 
- but ſometimes the moſt knowing and moſt ex- 

9 Chriſtians may be under Influences 
really enthuſiaſtick or deluſive.(Vide Pſal. lxxvii. 


6,— 10.) To mention thoſe or like Secrets of 
one's Heart in open Meeting, is no Doubt 


bi highly imprudent, as what expoſes to the Cen- 
ſure of ſome, and to the Indiſcretion of others, 
who perhaps may make a very bad Uſe of what 


is communicated to them: Or, to require every 


Member in their Turns, to communicate what 


they have felt or known of the ſame or like Na- 


ture, is certainly altogether unreaſonable, and 
does indeed introduce all the Evils apprehended 
or complained of: But if, inſtead of theſe ir- 
regular Ways, it be left to every one's ſelf. to 
whatever he wants the O Cafe,” of the 


iety about as à poſſible Ca aſking 
what Advice would give in * a Caſe” 


and at the ſame Time to leave it to the Me 
bers to ſpeak on the Subject, or be ſilent. as ach 


inelines; ſuch a Method would effectually pre- 


vent all the Evils complained of or ward, — 


Jo all this I muſt 20d, Thirdly, That if this 
Method is not allowed, ſome of the moſt im- 


portant - Purpoſes of religious Fellowſhip muſt 


| oy _ Can we comfort the Fecble-ninded 
| 1 


nion and Practice of the inſpired Pfalmiſi, who, 
hear him declare what God had done for 
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* 5 


* Members of the 


nother in the Ways of 
- utterly unacquainted with the State of each o- 


& deſires the Meeting ma 
= or Advice in, {1h 


<< ſideration: But if any Petſon ſhall under this 


| — —_— 
* 


provoke one nnother to Love and togood Works? 
i 
the Failings, Miſtakes and Errors we are natu- 
rally liable to? Or can ve 


Relgion,.-qnd pet be 


- thers Souls, N the Privilege ead Oppes- 
ſuppoſing ſuch Caſes, and aſking ſuch 


| I SIE give ſome Infinvation of the 


State of out Minds, or at leaſt may 
Advice and Opinion 'of our: "uk 
"theſe? - 

VII. 66 Theſe 


ocure the 
nent 


e 227 


_ © exerciſed, or ſuch Qu mw Member 


be ov ag ms 


- 66. Pretence, introduce any Queſtion; either 
trifling, or Matter of ho Curioſity, or en- 
WT ing Strife, or of doubtful Diſputation, 


„ ſuch Queſtions ſhall be rejected, and the 
pPerſon who propoſed fuch ſhall be Nn 


to che Cenſure of the Meeting.“ 
IX. “ If no ſuch Queſtions (as theſe di- 


, ee e hell: e thay have” 


_ been diſcuſſed, then the Perſon. who | of- 


eee, 1 what 


| «6 ficiated in Wotſhip, ſhallpropoſe ſome uſefill 


. and edifying Queſtion relating to the Subſtan- 


44 tials of Religion or practical Godlineſs, to 
. *© which all the Members preſent ſhall — 
„ ſuch Anſwers as occur to them in their 


ſeveral Purns; and this with all poſſible Bre- 


other 


| of Rebe love Desen, 89 
e ſupport the Weak? Can we and 


one a- 


have been or are 


8 


- "1 ding to it, or 
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4 others haue faid, but aſſentin to it, ot ad- 
inſt it in the 8pi- 
ver ne el Meckneſs ut is directed 
tao in this Rule ſeems to be the moſt proper 
Exerciſe during the Intervals of Worſhip, where 
the Members are well rae with the Truths 
- and Principles of Chriſtianity: But, as one 
great Purps Purpoſe of 3 Fiel is Imp rove- 
ment in Knowledge, I therefore adviſe, That 
vrhere the Members: - x 4 os not attained to'a clear 
and diſtinct Knowledge of the Doctrines of our 
holy Faith, chat at leaſt ſome gharè of the Time 
propoſed for Converſation ſhould be employed 
in order to attaim this-important Purpoſe And, 
for this End, I propoſe, That every Meeting 
ſhould be with Mr. Vintent's or Mr. 
- Williſon's Explications of the Shorter Catechiſm; 
That one of the Members ſhould aſł one of the 
explicatory Queſtions, but without reading the 
Anſwer in the Book, until all the Members 
have given ſuch Anfwers as occur to them, then 
read the Anſwer in the Book, and compare it- 
with the Anſwers given by the Members.; and 
thus in courſe, 'one aſking while all the reſt of 
the Society give their Opinions. This Method 
I have in frequent Inſtances known ſuprizingly 
- effeQual in promoting Knowledge; it is even 
more beneficiab than if every Member fhould 
in private get the whole Book by Heart; for, 
tho” by this Method they have not theſe Que- 
tions and Anſwers by Rote, yet by it they Co 
to underſtand them more clearly, to retain — 
better, and to be more affected by them. 
X. No qu ekt ſhall in any Caſe be ad- 
4 thorn a8 * ou Conrerlation, which 
"i; n ä 
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c implies in it a daring or overcurious Prying 
“ into the Myſteries of Revelation, ſuch as the 

© Doatines of the Trinity, of the Incarnati- 
cc on of our Lord, the Decrees of God, Oe. 
c or theſe Paſſages of Scripture which are more 
4 myfterious and hard to be underſtood, know- 
ing that no Propbecy of the Scriptures is of pri- 


« vate Interpretation, 2 Pet. i, 20. And that 


te in the Scriptures there are ſome Things hard 
fs be underſlood, which they that are unlearned 
and unflable wreſt—unto their own Deſtructi- 
&« on, 2 Pet. iii. 16. 6h | 
XI. We ſhall with the utmoſt Care keep 
at a Diſtance from every Subject of Conver- 
„ fation, which is Matter of doubtful Diſputa- 
6 tion, about which the Scriptures are not ex- 
4 preſs, or about which Miniſters and Chriſti- 
„ ans in all Ages have differed; in a Word, 
<< all Matters of Controverſy, whether the Con- 
«< 'troyerſies of the Day or of paſt Ages, how- 
<< ever publick they be, or however important 
<< they may ſeem; leſt ſwerving from Cha- 
« rity, we turn aſide unto vain . de- 
« firing to be Teachers of the Law, yet under- 
« fanding neither what we ſay, nor whereof 
„e affirm, 1 Tim. i. 6, | W 


4c ſhun all Converfation on ſuch Matters, as 
«© the Members of the Society have no imme- 
«© die Concern with. Such as, the publick 
« Adminiſtration in Church and State, the 
«© Conduct and Practice of Minifters, whether 
4 in their publick or private. Capacities, the 
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« ſoever,, who are * Members of our Meet- 


cc ing, 
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XII. We ſhall in Tike Mander carefully | 


% Character and Beh vious of erfons what- 
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| ing, and in general, every Thing which m 

* — Heat and Gut or may — 8 
e the real Purpoſes. of our Meeting. The 
two laſt named Rules will perhaps be thought by 
ſome, to be by far too rigid. But it muſt be 
obſerved, that the Neglect of theſe Rules has 
in Reality occaſioned all the Evils which have 
been complained of from Society Meetings, and 
will readily produce all the Ills that are feared 
from them; and this the rather, that theſe a- 
bove named Subjects of Converſation, by being 
the common Topicks in promiſcuous Compa+ 

nies, do more readily become the Subjects of 
Debate in Society Meetings. But wherever they 
find Admittance, they never fail of introducing 
troubleſome, yea ruinſome Conſequences, 'They 
divert from the proper Exerciſe of ſuch Meet- 
- ings; blind Zeal, Contention and Wrath, con- 
ſtantly attend them, and at once ſubvert the 
| Purpoſes of Fellowſhip Meetings, and even ren- 
der them Seminaries of Diſcord and Schiſm in 
the Country where they reſide. Notwithſtand- 
ing all this, I am ſenſible ſome Objections will 
be made againſt theſe Regulations, and ſomething 
plauſible will perhaps be offered, if not toover- rule, 
at leaſt to elide them, As 1/7, Some perhaps 
 willaſk, Are there not ſome Controverſies im- 
portant and intereſting in themſelves, or which 
appear ſo to a ſerious Chriſtian, as lays him un- 
der a Neceſſity in point of Conſcience tqe ſa- 
tified in theſe Matters? And to whom Mun he 
fo properly apply, as to his religious Intimates? 
But I would have the Objector to obſerve, that 
if our Doubts and Difficulties relate to the Eſ- 
ſentialy of Religion, on which our Faith and 
* | =o : | "6 5 — E Practice 


4 


jy, 


may reaſonably expect a ſolid and ſatisfying So- 
lution; but to ca 


converſant .in, Controverſies, is an infallible 


Method of perplexing them and ourſelyes, and 
inſtead of removing one Dpubt, will rather 
raiſe a thouſand. If on the other Hand, it is 


a Controverſy about which the Scriptures are 


not expreſs, and in which Miniſters differ in 


their A the Danger of canvaſſing ſuch 
in our 


me prove irreparable Ruin. 2%, Some 
will probably aſk, Whether are not Mem- 

bers of Fellowſhip Meetings bound to take all 

poſſible Methods, for obtaining a general Re- 
formation of Manners ? And muſt it not there- 
fore be proper for them, to ſearch out Iniquity, 

and conſult together on the proper Methods for 

putting a Stop to it? To this I anſwer, that no 
doubt, every Chriſtian is bound to make Refor- 
mation of Manners his Endeavour, and to take 
all proper Methods for that noble Purpoſe. But 
for a Society Meeting to ſet up for Cenſors on 
the Conduct and Manners of Perſons, who ate 
not Members of the Society, is both dangerous 
in itſelf, and inconſiſtent with the Intent of their 

Fellowſhip. Their Endeavours after publick 
Reformation muſt be confined to their Prayery 
and good Example; whatever Influence or ( 


portunity any particular Member may have in 
Hf I 2 nu 
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Practice muſt turn, we have the Scriptures, we 
haye our Standards, and we have our Miniſters 
to whom we may apply, and from whom we 


| . ſuch Diſputes among a 
Number of unlearned Men who have never been 


eetings appears {till to be the greater: 
To be filent on ſuch dubious Matters cannot 
be Loſs, to broach them in our Societies 


n 


60 An Inquiar, into the Na xux x, Ec. 
bis private Capacity for reclaiming particular 
Offenders, that they are bound 21 ule. with all 
| ble Zeal and Activity; but that they ought. 
y no Means to bring the Caſe, . their, Views, 
their Endeayours, or even their Succeſs this Way 
to be canvaſſed in theit Meetings. If other- 
ways, the Reformation of others will cut out 
the more important Subjects, on which their own 
perſonal Improvement in Grace and Virtue de- 
pends, and will at the ſame. Time render the 
whole Fraternity contemptible and odious to all 
around them. What is here ſaid; can no ways 
be  confidered as condemning theſe Societies 
which conſiſt of Perſons duly qualified and au- 
thoriſed, for attempting a Reformation of Man- 
ners; becauſe this ſort of Societies diffet wide - 
ly in the Deſign, and therefore in the Manner 
of their Aſſociations, from theſe I ſpeak to. 
Zh, Some will perhaps object, that ſome of 
theſe Subjects repreſented as unſuitable, and to 
be prohibited as Matters of. Converſation in re- 
ligious Societies, may in ſome Cafes become, 
Matters of Conſcience. May not ſuch Steps 
(Gay they) be taken by Church Judicatories, as 
are Matters of Humiliation before God? May 
not a Perſon be under Miſtakes, and need Re- 
formation in ſuch Caſes? And to whom can he 
more properly apply in ſuch Events, than to his 
religious Intimates? I anſwer, that as we have 
many and more effectual Means of proeuring 
Information in theſe Matters, it muſt be both 
improper and dangerous, to bring the Conduct 
cf Judicatories before a Society Meeting. 
Whatever out own private Opinions be of 
theſe Matters, it is quite ineonſiſtont 2 5 
2 = _ | "oy 
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conform, or be cenſured as Enemies to — 

ſeparated from as uncleanʒ it is impqſſible toknow 


to what Extremities they muſt | 
When Zeal is not regulated 2 — N 


ror, Schiſm, un Reſentments, and 

the dreadful Plagues of NO foon —.— 
der that ſ ch Fel- in act, we have ton 
many which our own Memories can 


record, where private Societies by miſtaking. 
or miſconſtructing the Proceedings of Judicato- 
ries, have. wefully injured 192 — Reli- 

gion, and broken the wy Tr of Congr 


tions. * 


The only Part therefore which ſuch Societies as 
we f oof ought to get wich to 
lick Mater, is that of Prayer to God, for the 


ſpecial Direction of his holy Spirit to thoſe who. - 


have the Adminiſtration in their Hands. If more 


is admitted, it is to be feared the Deſign of 
their Meetings will be loſt, and ſuch a Society- - 

even prove à Curſe to the Place where they 
liye.—A 4tþ Objection, will y be made 
againſt theſe Rules, viz. Minton may 
act ſuch a Part, as may render our Communion 

ith them leeds and that in ſuch s 
we ought to apply to our chriſtian Brethren. 
for Advice. To this I anſwer, that this Way 
of doing. à 8 moſt ficctual Tool in Satan's * 


* 8 7 os * F 
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og" Hand, for cooling that Affection we ought to 


bear to thoſe who labour in Word and Doctrine 
among us, but is abſolutely contrary to the 
Method the Scripture direets to in ſuch Caſes, 
Matt. xyiit. 15, 16, 2 
Fend us, (far more requiſite if it is our Miniſter) 
firſt tell it between him ang thee.” If he ſatisfies 
us about what we blamed or ſuſpected in his 
Conduct, what a dreadful Iniquity do we eſcape, 


which we muſt have committed; had we com- 


municated our Reflections to any Perſon, or So- 
ciety whatever ? Or if our modeſt Repreſenta- 
tion makes him act another, and a better Part, 
what a noble End have we gained without 


giving that Offence which muſt attend the 


communicating our Complaint to others ? If 


this has not the wiſhed for Effect, we are next 


commanded to take one or two with us before 
whom we are to make our Complaint. If we 
fil” fail of Succeſs, we are then, and not 
till then, to tell it to the Elders of the Church, 
(vix. the Preſbytery,) and if that Authority does 
Hot prevail with him, Let him then be unto us 
as a Heatben- man, and a Publican.— On the 
whole, we can be at no Loſs by abſtaining from 
ſuch dangerous or criminal Topicks of Conver- 
ſation. Chriſtianity is an inexhauſtible Fund, 
and abounds in the moſt agreeable and edifying 
Subjects; the Study of the Scriptures will ever 
afford us both new and uſeful Matter of Confe- 
rence. As a Specimen of the many noble Que- 
ſtions the ſacred Oracles ſuggeſt, and as a Help 
to ſuch Societies when but forming, or when the 
Members cannot afford Variety for themſelves, 


Ihall-ſubjoin as an Appendix to this Diſcourſe, 


£ ſome 


If our | Brother of- 


Ore 8 TT * 


"oe i. 
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| ſome Queſtions from Scripture" Texts, which 1 


take to be proper Subjects for the ee 
in Society 3 


XIII. % If an "Queſtion or Caſe be * 8 
& about which the Society differ in their Senti- 
80 ments, or in which they cannot reſolve them- 


de ſelves; the Meeting ſhall in ſucha Caſe, appoint 


te one of their Number, or more as they ſee 
«© fit, who ſhall aſk the Opinion of the Miniſter 
86 * the Pariſh.” This, not only becauſe a 
<« ſatisfying Anſwer may reaſonably. be expect- 
ed from ſuch ; but alſo, as an acknowledging 

« of ſuch as arg over us in the Lord, and 4 
de moniſh us, 1 Theſſ. v. 12, 13. 

XIV. Every Member both in Pig 
c er and „ ee ſtudy all Clearneſs, Plain- 
“ neſs, Brevity and Scripture-ſtile, as far as 
©« can be attained by us: And ſhall carefully 
<« evite every Word or Expreſſion, which we 
© do not underſtand, even tho? ſuch be ferips x7, 
ho < tural. | 

XV. “ No doubt, there may be Eſcaperim 
ce the Exp reſſions of Members both in Prayer 
« and in Fd we ſhall therefore beware 


= 2 z or e C0 other 


any Member uſe Ex- 
« prefiions whichare Giher e or ſa- 
* .youring of Error, or ſuch as of the 


Meeting ſcruple to join in, he then be 
<« aſked to explain ſuch, or in the Spirit of 
c Meekneſs deſired to fochear ſu ez. | 
XVI.“ We ſhall carefully ſhun every Thing. 
« favouring of Oftentation or vain Glory, not 
<« diminiſhing others, nor magnifying ourſelves, 
s not n any n * ourſelves, 
+ whatever 


—_— 


«a Arai . 
* [Whtitever our Station or Abilities are, not 


. 6 in a poſitive anddictatorial Manner, 
& nor -undervalui 1 7 1 % by others. 
* Fhit' ns Mum think 4 highly 


ys thaw be to think, A 2 oberly, ac- 

| 1 Oe Bath dealt to il Man' the 

f 4. Faith, Rom. xit. 3. Wat no- 

2 thing be- ne thro' Strife or vain Glory, but 

bn Buuk of Mind, 717 euch een others 

4 better than e, Phil. ti. 3. 

XVuI. In reafoiing upon any Subject 

ee which cafts up in our Conferences, we ſhall 

e each of us wich Care and Watchfulneſs en- 
cc deavour to repreſs the Vehemence and Im- 

e petuoſity of 'his'own Spirit, that tho' like 


„ PZhibu Job xxxii. 18. n 


« Spirit within us conſtraining us, yet ſhall we 
* « er e er bin ow When ſpeax- 
| or to ſpeak but in our due Courſe, that 
olf Things may be dent decently and in Order, ; 
* x Cor, Xiv. 40. 

NVIII. We fhall in like Mantier in all 
& our Reafonings, guard with the utmoſt Cau- 
tion eat, Anger or Contention, and 
© every Expteffion, which either favours of 
«c * thete or leads to them. We ſhall carefully 
% avoid Stiffneſs or Pofitiveneſs in our own O- 
3 pinions, and ſharp or virulent Expreffions, 

© or Reflections on the Sentiments of others 
*. eee We ſhall on the contra- 
«x © Be ff wh commanded, Jam. i. 18, os 

cx 
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IN. 4 If at any Time Heats or Paffons 
ie be like to ariſe 4 the Members; what- 
her cr Weg a pes whe 
ted in p ſhall int 
_ 4: defiring him whoſe turn it is, to pray. And 
2 
| „at „ for" that 
4 Mecdas ; for after Prayer, it ſhall not be al- 
4 Jo wable to reſume the Diſp ute. 
XX. We all reſolve theo? Grace, to ſtu- 
65 à Converſation in all Things becoming 
| ie Goſpel, and we firmly reſolve, | that no 
* 'Perfon of a ſcandalous Character, or of a 
5 Jewd and diſorderly Deportment, or of vi- 
* cious Principles, or immoral Practices, ſhall 
5c be admitted as a Metnber oſour Society, what- 
5 eyer his Station be, whatever his Profeſſion, 
e e eee As. 
V. II. A F 
XXI. . In like Manner we firmly ehe 
40 to ſhun all diviſtye and ſchiſmatick Courſes, 
«© and every Thing tending to theſe, and ſhall. 
in no Caſe abett or encourage theſe, or the 
©© Perſons who adhere to them, nor ſhall we ad- 
* mit. ſuch into Societies with us. Some Peo- 
ple will perhaps think this Rule hard, or even 


uncharitable and cruel. But I would have theſe 


Perſons to obſerve, 1/7, That when People have 


' ſeparated themſelves from the Communion of 


the Church, purely on Account of ſome contro- 
verted Articles, it will be difficult, not to ſay 
impoffible, to keep them from introducing theſe _ 
Points as Topicks of Converſation in theirSocie- 
0. Meetings. What Heats, Contentiofls; and 

. ne Oonſequence may ariſe from this, is too 

bY: . K plain 
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ain to need repeating. And 24h, That a Di; 
—— of Opinions among the Members of th 
. — 2 2 5 different yea in” 
ent etitions in L g _ a; Conſequer ce 
e ot as well as ul, Aya | 
ly knew a Fe ip, Meeting, one of whoſe 
Members of late was a Seceder, while the other 
Members in Prayer bleſſed God for any Mea- 
ſures of Grace and divine Influences diſplayed - 
in ſome Corners of his Vineyard; and 6 prayed: | 
that the good Work might be eſtabliſhed, / and 
might ſpread univerſally ; he on the contrary. * || / 
mourned that God had given up the Church of 
en Sg re Weg pin 
wou it a Stop to the Work, as bei 
of ſatanical + ng ries tae ar: the 
fame kind I have heard of ; but as I believe moſt 
Peoples Experience affords melancholy Inftances 
of the ſhocking Conſequences proceeding from 
a Diverſity of Principles and Views among the 
Members of the ſame Society, what is ſaid will 
be ſufficient to ſhow the Neceſlity of this Rule, 
| however harſh or uncharitable it may at firſt 
You cr to be. | 


* 


If any of our Number be convi- 
«& Qed of a Fault groſly ſcandalous, ſuch Per- 
% ſons ſhall not preſume to claim their Seat in 
% our Meeting; and the Society ſhall formally 
declare ſuch a Perſon to be no mere a Mem- 
e der. If the Fault is not groſly ſcandalbus, | 
«« yet ſuch as gives Offence, . and may cauſe | 
our Way to be evil ſpoken of, then we ſhall . 
e engeavour, as thoſe who are ſpiritual, to re- 


ein ſuch en Ont in the, Spirit of , Meekneſs, 
e C57 ee ee « conſidering || 


43 
* Wa 


* 
_— 
1 0 bk 4 


" Be — load > Made mag. trad. ke hos e 


* 


> N Ie) 


( 


| "EY * 


"of Rrtrerove Fartowsnre; 67 
d "conſidering | enrſelver left we alſo be tempted, 
4 Gal. vi. 1. FIR” $97 # & fs 
XXIII. For this Purpoſe, the Meeting 
<< ſhall firſt appoint one of their Number pri- 
vately to admoniſh the offending Brother: 
« If this has not the defired Effect, if he takes 
<6 not with the Admonition, or continues in 
his offenſive Practice, the Society ſhall next 
4c appoint one of their Number to rebuke him 
in Preſence of the Meeting, and if he ac- 
« quieſces not in the Cenſure of the Society, 
«© let him then be expelled, as one who is de- 
“& ſtitute of a quiet and megk Spirit —In all 
that relates to Cenſures and Admonition, much 
is to be left to the Judgment and Diſcretion of 
Societies. It is evident that mutual Admoniti - 
on is one great and valuable End of religious 
Intimacies ; but it is as certain, that many groſs 
| Abuſes have crept into Society under that ſpeci- 
: 2 Pretext. Under =_ — ſome curi- 
ouſly pry into their Neighbours Failings, or 
malicicuf entertain ſecret Slanders * ca- 
lumnious Whiſpers; and by ſuch methods they 
both vex and affront their Brethren; directly 
ee. to the great Rule of Charity which 
nketh no evil, and coveretb a Multituds of 
| Sins, A true Friend chooſeth to draw a Veil 


| over the Failings of his Companions :| He would 


even wiſh theſe to be unknown. to himſelf, as 
well as concealed from the Eyes of the World. 
But when he knows them, he firſt endeavours 
with Tenderneſs and Love to admoniſh, in or- 
der to reclaim him ; and if his own Inflience 
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= fails, then that of the Society, as of a number 
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of iridimate\ Friends; d to be inte 


Bu 
ſtill their Proceedings and Cenſures Ihahld) be 


 lik&thelE of 'Brethren;! That is, rf, Prezeded 
| 23 or rather; à friendly Inquiry, 


into the Nature, Manner and Circumſtances of 
the Fault: Whether it be an open Scandal or 
a ſecret Folly ? Whether atrocious in its Nature, 
and fatal in its Co Whether com- 
mitted thro! Weakneſs, or Heat of Paſſion; or 
if done deliberately? Whether the Perſon be ha- 
bitually ſubje& to that or to like Failings; or if 


the Fault be only in à ſingle Inſtance; and 


whether there be not ſome Circumſtances 
which .diminiſh the 2 * = theſe In- 
quiries we ought to add, adh, An Inquiry into 
the Character the Perſon formerly bore, and the 
Senſe he now has of his Fault. If he is indeed 
conttite, our Cenſure is to be turned into Con- 
ſolation; if otherways, we are to endeavour to 
bring him to a Senſe of his Error by Reaſon and 
Argument. In all this, ah, We muſt take 
Care, that our rica; at the Fault, does: 
not introduce a Diſtike to the Perſon, but that 
on nite contrary, we ſtill maintain that Love 
| = Charity which is eſſential to chriftian Friend- 
diſtinguiſhes betwixt a Perſon and: 
his In Eau and which inſtead of rejoicing in the. 
Failings'of our Neighbour, makes us mourn 
iquities as — our own, and pity, and: 
pray for him under his Infirmities. Minds: thus 
diſpoſed will, 40045, Admoniſh and reprove im 
the Spirit of Meeknefs and Charity, not with“ 
an haughty Air, nor with an affected Superior 
ty ; not with ſharp and angry Wotds;- railings: 
or _ which commonly make the be Ou 
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der hate ide Reproof, and. him that gives it, 


and inſtead of reproving Offences, produces 


pathy, and with Words intimating that Love, 
which ought to be at once the Motive and Di 
rector of every Admonition.—5thly, In all Cen- 
ſures, - we muſt have à tender egard to the 
Credit, and Character of our Brother. While 
- we heal a Wound, we muſt take Care that we 
leave not a Scar. And while we endeavour to 
turn our Brother from his Follies, we muſt alſo 
| S 
er, 1 it can prevented. 
XXIV. “ For — ſuch brotherly 
„ Cenſures and Admonitions, we all reſolve 
F and promiſe thro? Grace, to ſubmit our- 
| £©. ſelves in Love, and in the Spirit of Meek- 
| © neſs, to the Judgment, Advice, and Cen- 
<< ſure of the Society, in all Things pertain- 
ing thereto, Fſal. —— 25 Let the Righteous 
e [mite me, it Hall be a indneſi, and let him 
6 reproue me, it ſhall be an excellent Oil which 
| 4 Hall not break my Head. "1 
XXV. We — uk boca do, and al 
who. may hereafter join us, ſhall come un- 


& der the ſt Engagements and Promiſes, 
that we Wal no t in an . directly or in- 
9 directly, divulge 9 


divulge any 2 which may any 
6, Way be to the Prejudice of the Society, or 

any of the Members of it; nay, that we 
** ſhall- nat even mention theſe Things which 
ara uſeful or agreeable, as coming from the 
Meeting, . unleſs it be by the Appointment 
of the Meetitig, or with their Allowance ; 
00 nor ſhall we even chen, urn 
« IG A 6 ons, 


8 n 


\ 
6 _ , 4 ” 
* =_ — — · — 


0 2 Oe. 


«' ſons, or their pi Opinions, © 'Who- 
« ever tranſgreſſeth this Rule, ſhall for the firſt 
«Fault be y rebuked, by one appointed 
«by the Meetin fo tis Purpoſe, and in Caſe 
6l vi ſecond Fate, er rr our 
ce Socie 2 | Nag 

XXVI. «& No Perſon ſhall be 


<c ted, without the Caminious Contibrofall the 
«© Members, And at the Admiſſion of 
© Member, the Rules of the 
* read to them, to which they 


promiſe 


ec Obedience, or ſhall ſubſcribe 1 as the 


Society ſhall appoint. 4 

XXVII. Any Perſons who incline to join 
<<. our Meeting, firſt deſire one of our 
Number to propoſe this to the Society, 
* yhere after due Deliberation, the Queſtion 
4 ſhall be put to the Vote, and the Majority 
ce of Voices ſhall determine, if, or not, the 


© Perſon ſhall be admitted. No Perſon ſhall. 


* preſume to bring any One along with him, 
40 2 after the lin of the Society is thus 


„ known. 


XXVIIL. © But that chriſtian Fellowſhip 


<< may be more acceſſible, and our 
*< more generally uſeful, if any Perſon defire 


4 to join with us who is otherways a; 17g | 


„but baſhful, and loath to ſpeak or 
fore Company 5 


„the 


over 
4 Society ſhall as they e 
an one to be preſent for five, at moſt fix 
Times of Meeting, without deſiring him to 


«© officiate, e e eee 


XXIX, 


8 


© the other 


es Joins 


our Meeting, nor ſhall any Perſon be invi- 


— 


allow; ſuch' 


* x o 
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XXIX. « If any Difference or Quarrel. 
. ſhall at, any Tims ariſe betwixt any of -our 
we ſhall take the moſt prudent, 
a n 
"ol reconcile them, by enquiring into the - 
| 3rounds of their Diſpute, the Par- 
7 tie, and giving ſuch Advice and Admoni- 
<< tion, as may remove the Difference, and re- 
. concile the Parties to each other; accord- 
„ene 1 Cor, vi. 


. If any y of the contending Parti 
| << ſhall refuſe, to be reconciled to his | 
5 if he diſcovers any ill Will a him, or be 
0 known, to entertain Anger, Malice, Spite, 
“or Sentiments of Revenge any Perſon 
*< whateyer, ſuch an One be look'd on as 
«aS pot in our Feaſts of Charity, and ſhall not | 
bats SO oor pay with us, until he acknow- 
* ledge his Fault, and ſhow that he iocome to 
\ * 6 a better Tem of Mind. 4 p 
„ XXI. % We ſhall take all ble Care 60 
prevent Diſorder and Confuſion, and every 
« ing which may occaſion . and leſt a 
1 too great Number of Members ſhould intro- 
< duce theſe, if our Society grow numerous, 
77 we ſhall, as Circumſtances require, form our- 
«© ſclvesintotwo ſeparate Societies, by common 
| % Conſent. And to prevent any Diſputes - 
„ which may ariſe in doing this, we ſhall ei - 
© ther allow the Members at whoſe Houſes the 
1 reſpectiye Societies are to meet, to make their 
Alternate Choices of all the Members, or we 
„ ſhall divide the Bounds in which out Mem- 


3 nn, 2 


in ; 
"Ee 


* 
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ee in neareſt Neighbourhood. Af be 'ew or 
three are met wgether; they have the * 
of our Lord's Prefence und fling,” and pe 
haps ſuch Companibns de enjoy Sa th 
The moſt intimate and partieular Manner wheh 
their Number is ſilt; Five has been ge 
thought 2 conveniietit Number for 'maintainin 
or ani x Converſation, and T fhould think 
Ten the malt dar u Fellowſhip Meeting ft ſhould 
conſiſt of eVASINIICS e HH 
XXXII. Our dividing our Meeti all 
, male no Alteration in bur religious riend- 
e ſhips; we ſhall thro” Grace, e 

#6 tain the ſame Affection and Sympa thy, nd _ © 
- to diſcharge the ſame brotherly Duties weach 2151 
*© other as eder. And as a Help to this, we * 
ſhall keep 4 regular Correſpondence with 
2 e ocher, (and with any other 5 
Meeting in ur Neighbourhood, if they ſha 
es to it) by appointing one or two of our 
% umber to join theſe by Turns, l. 
e d be eg esch other Condition, D 
e may Hassee with, and pray for one % 
et another. And that if any Thing occur, i in 


„ Which the Advice, or Conſent of the ſeveral - 2 
es Societies 18 tegulfite, or any Thing which F 
may prove edifying or inſtructing, it ma be ; 1 

x e js 
e reſpondents. 8  W*4 
XXXII. Wich ee A 

« rn Correſpondence is Kept, Ss 


| eetings may be appointed asCir- 1 
= ——ç . and by theſe, Daysmay - 4 
bo ſet apart for Prayer and Faſting, but wy 
* — . 


* 


4. Affiſtance; or, if any Societies of the younger 
© Sort, whoſe Youth, or Want of Knowledgs 
2 and Experience expoſes them to the Dan- 


4 ' 


> 

ys ec 

y 4 
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= Congregation. is yacant, ſuch Member 


1 this 


__ 
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. 8 « If any Chriſtians i in our Neigh- | 
8 Sonrband: incline to form themſelves into = 


4 F ellowſhip Meeting, and deſire our Advice or 


* ger of Miſmanagements, be neat us, we fhall 


| 0 chearfully give them all the Help we can, 
ee by appointing one or more of our Number 


*< to join them, keeping Correſpondence with 


1 
= 00 "and that only, when ſome peculiar Fro dea 


4 them, or otherwiſe aiding them, as Provi- _ | 


127 dence R O pportunity or Ability. * | 
„ Tho? *tis highly proper, that Wo- 
4 men, as well as Men, ſhould form themſelves 


XXX 


4 into ſuch religious E gements; yet De- 


<< cency, Order, and the Diſpropottion betwixt 
de the ſtronger and weaker Veſſels, make us 
* , reſolve, that our Meeting ſhall in no Caſe 


romiſcuous,? 2. 2 
* 


XXVI. Il, upon a Sabbath Day, 


& are not from Home at publick Worſhip 
<<. meet to 


ES © e wage 


| < of our Society in the moſt cautious and lea 


«© noily Way poſſible. We ſhall ſhun all O- 
<< tentation. in coming to them, or 


40 them; and ſhall ——4 boaſt of our 1. "ny 


«© and Profeſſion, that thus our Meetings may 


4 reſemble the Exerciſes of the Cloſet, known” | 


Ke Mo to our Father in Heaven. 


by, 


© biota e and -- 
ides the uſual Meetings on Week 


3 T dt : : 


RY at every Time when 


0 jnts & Societ n Prayer and ſpiritual Con- 
| ving unanimouſly agreed upon | 


w_ the 2 A we 005 21 Givine 131 «I 
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de ference, and, 


= 


0 air af? 
ember is ad- 


, Month. (at leaſt once 7 


„ mitted, "a 1 


* Fot this urpoſe alſo tis judge 


4 proper, that the Perſon who laft ot 
4 wn ſhould prefide in our Comvraion 


4. in the hy org that is, That he ſhould 
«© Rate the Queſtions propoſed ; ſhould ſum _— 


| «© the Sentiments of the Meeting _ any Sub-- 


© ject, after every one has given his of 


«it; Thould the Votes of the 
«ſhould pronounce Cenſures; ſhould 7 | 
« to prevent too much Speaking or Repetitions, 
e and to repreſs Heat or Paion in any of the 
6 Members; ſhould aſk Queſtions from ſuch - 
„ Books as the Society chuſes, and after the 


14 Members have given their Opinions, ſhould 
hd compare them with the Anfwers i in the Book ; 


e and, in a Word, ſhould act in the Name, 


de and as the, Mouth of the whole Society, in 


© all Matters which may caft up during the In- | 
4 tſeryals forefaid. In all theſe Things he ſhall 
t be ſubmitted to by all the Members in the 


«© Yoirit of Meeknefs; but this his Office ſhall 


_—.. ubſiſtno longer than until another hasp 
on wh ſhall then officiate as above directe 


XL. Finalh, We having formed ourſelves 


g . 
F = * - 


* Us . 
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| * 8 de That our Rules ma wt: 
=? fecually take Place, we ſhall coke rhk 
d be read. over in our Meeting once ach 


Meriber ſhall be Morel 
| « * Cc ies of f them, it defire it,” | 
NN. 
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make Hayock of all their R ations ;. and the 
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| 5 and reſolye to obey them, and ſub- 
7 e e them in a Pont, e. 1 ns 

<< blige oucſelyes, that we ſhall in no. Caſe in. 

44 ſringe them, or diſpenſe with . . 

- 6 them, unleſs the whole of our Members, 47": i 

* the Societies with which we correſpond, and —@ | 

e the Miniſter of the Pariſh, in hid" we tre- A 

e fide, ſhall adviſe or conſent thereto,” —— i 

This Rule will perhaps tao rigid at firſt }} 
View, but it muſt be conſidered, that if So- 

cieties do not pay. 8 ſtrict Regard to their-Rules, 
it will be impoſſible 0 3 the bad Conſe. 

| quences complain'daf or fear'd, andas impoſſible / 

toprocure the valuable Furpoſes intended by them. 1 
And if this Rule is not regarded, Societies will ſoon 


diſpenſing with one Rule will become a Prece- 
dent for diſpenſing with any or all of them. 
Thus I have laid down, Rules by which 4 
humbly 2 religious Companions ſhould ax. 
in their Fellowſhip Meetings. *Tisprobable tft Sinn 4 
Perſons of e and Experience wil=. 2-0 
10 ſome of theſe, Rules unneceflary or even \ 
illing: And, indeed tis true, that ſome of them » 
| wil be of very little Uſe, to Societies of long KK 
Standing, or whoſe Members have attained op | Ft 
real Prudence; but, it muſt be remembred, " 
write this for the Benefit of Perſons who have 
not attained-ſo much, and of thoſe wha are but 
| Jorma f 1 74 — ITO z and for 
uch, rſu W car 
ſonable, c f * * 
But the Support of religious Societies does nor. 
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their Conduct in their Meetings only ; tis für- 
ther requiſite, that they act ſuch « Part to each, 
other in civil Life, "ds may cement their Friend- 
"hips, and may increaſe their mutual good Wil 
to each other. his leads me to the third Thing. 
T propoſed ene OT? 
To offer ſome Advices + is Mandal of 
religious Societies, relating to their Conduct 
W: Wola. each other f in the Commerce or che 
q | Oo OA aaa” eee hank * 
1 As Fellowſhip of this Kind ought 9 be 
F'  ' founded on Efteem and Affection, as theſe En- 
gagements imply the moſt facred Intimacies, ſo 
the moſt ſincere and thorou! Friendſbip is ne 
ey to ſupport them. And therefore, 
I. Members of religious Societies ought, as 
N to bear with one anothers Infirmities 
vnd frequent Failings. When we examine our 
own Hearts, alas! What a vaſt Number of 
Wrongs and Wants appear? We may ſay in 
the Stile of the P almiſt, 8 080 Eu em- 
paſs me about, Plal. xl, 12. And if each of 
theſe be ſuſtained bo our Friends as Ground 
33 of Averſion and Diſregard, Friendſhip, naß 
1 Society itſelf muſt ſoon' end. If we are con- 
| L 8 ſcious of our own Failings, we wiſh that our 
42 Friends would pity us, would draw a Veil over 
A q | our Faults, and aid us in correcting them: And 
F 
* 


+ 


ſhould we hot judge in the fame Manner with ' fl ' 
re egard to others, as we would have them do + 
in our Behalf? We ought to remember that 
the Spirits of different Men are like their bo- 
e ſubject to different Maladies 


a 
ikempers. Should we" "_ 
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| Number ef viſiaſe" Perſons id an Infirmary,: 


one afflicted with a Gout, another with a Gra- 
vel, ſome complaining of Sickneſs, and others: 


of Pain, c. if, inftead of pitying and aiding: 


each other, they ſhould make their Difference 


of Ailments Ground of Diſputing and Quar- 


relling, how” madly ridiculous would ſuch a 


Conteſt appear? And if in like Manner in 
2 Society of Chriſtians, one is naturally paſ- 


ſionate, and another poſitive, ſame of quick 
and ready Faculties, Md others whoſe Talents 
are fewer and weaker ; one ſubje& to one pre - 
railing Plague of Heart, and another to Infirmi-' 
ties of a different or oppoſite Kind, does not 
this call for the ſame Sympathy, as every one, 


eſpecially ſick Perſons, ought to exerciſe with 


each other? Or if, inſtead of this, it excites 

Contention and Hate, is it not as ridiculous as 
in the Caſe juſt no mentioned? When there- 
fore we think on the Infirmities and Faults of our 


Brother, let us regard them as Diſeaſes he is ſub- 


ject to; let us not ſuffer this to leſſen our Eſteem 
or Affection for him; let us, on the contrary 


enquire how we may remove or corredt the E- 
vils he labours under; and with Prudence and 


Activity let us endeavour' to remedy them. 
2. In order to maintain mutual Friendſhip, _ 
we muſt beware of taking the Expreftions or A- 

ions of our Companions in bad Part, or by a 


wrong Handle. This is perhaps one of the moft 
neceflary Rules, in order to preſerve the Peace of 


Societies of whatever Kind, and to prevent theſe 


Breaches which often overturn the moſt inti- 


mate and ſacred Engagements. — | 
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Cauſe chan a. miſunderſtood Expreſſion, or =, 
miſconſtructed Action, or, at molt, from ſome 


_ viour.. Such trifling Events firſt produce Cold- 
neſs, and chagrin their Reſentment ; which ſoon. 
grows up to Hatred and Enmity,——Behold. 
What 2 great Fire-a ſmall Spark kindles ! 
How neceſſary then to ſmother it while but 
weak Io this Purpoſe, if our Companion 
bappens to ſay any Thing which we think re⸗ 
flects on us, or which we apprehend to be ill- 
natured, unmannerly or ſatyrical, we muſt not 
inſtantly condemn him; we ought firſt with 
Charity and Tenderneſs to examine whether the 
Expreſſion be capable of another and better 
Meaning; whether it be ſpoke. in good Hu- 
mour, with a View: to divert and not toinjurez 
and whether it may not proceed from fome Mi. 7 55 
information or Miſconſtruction.— In like 
Manner, we muſt not raſnly condemn thoſe A+ 
ions, Which, at firſt View, we apprehend to 
8 or even unjuſt.—— Tis the 
treme of Preſumption, to conclude that out 
ſerſt Apprehenſions of Things are infallibly true. 
Wi: Humilicy, Charity and Prudence forbid 
tis, and require us to examine whether there be 
A not ſomething in the Nature, Manner, Mo- 
tives and Views of the Action, which at leaſt 
extenuate, if they do not altogether. vindicate 
the Conduct of our Friend: And if an Ex- 
1 be capable of à good and agreeable * 


a favourable Light, in thoſe Views we are bound 
7 an | | mL ; 75 | 5 to 4 
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flight Indiſeretion in Peoples Language or Beha- 


eaning; if an Action can be conceived'of.in / 
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3 regard them. Or if the Expreffions or 
e a3 We can nei- 
ther ſoften nor vindicate, we aft then, wick 
Meekneſs, inform our offending Friend of — 
we think has injured us: If he has che Diſpo- 
5 eee UF cond, he will either ſa- 
tisfy us fof his Conduct, or acknowledge his 
- WU - Fault (which obliges us to forgive him :] or if £8 
1 de want theſe Diſpoſitions,' we ſuſtain no Lok © 
'by giving up N with him : But 
„ . with this, we muft give up Reſentmeng . 
| | alſo — Juffereth long and is tind—— 
©: 3 it not edfily provoked. thinketh no Evil. 
— btarth ul 7 bing = endurtth ol 
Things, 1 Cor. iii. 4, 5, 7+. 
4. As Brethren, we muſt A W 
eachother in the ſeveral Esentswhich Providence 
may diſpenſe to any of us: Could we come ts 
I | - _ conceive of our Relations to each other, in the i 
„I. Way in which the Scriptures 6 * them, 
Ve would then find the Sympathy I ſpealkget, 
| becoming as natural to us, No Man * 
hated his own Fleſh ; but when one Mem 
| ; is in Pain, all the reſt will ſuffer, at leaſt it 
"muſt be 'a rotten Member that is not af - 
fected with the Agonies of its Fellows, If 
ve conceive of Gurfelves 4s Members of that © 
Body, of which Chriſt 1 the Head, we will 
a | then be careful, That there ſhiuld be v Sebiſin > 5 
i the Bo "Bic that the Members ſhould have © 
| 1 5 re one for another: Aud whether one 
Member fager, all the Members ſuffer with it; 
de ene Member be honoured, all the Members 
N rag with yy 1 aac xil. 255 * tn our glo- 
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his People, I/. Hill. 9. If he is perſecuted by 


will in like Manner ſympathize with their fel- 


will mourn. in each others Calamities, will bear 
one anothers Burdens, and do all in their Power 
for relieving them, like the | ig Apoſtle, 2 772 
Uli. 29. Who is aveat, and 1 am not weak ? Who 
it offended, and I burn not? 
4. Tbis Sympathy will engage, us, Aeetaty 
to communicate all we can afford to the Ne- 
ceflities of our Brerhren, by ſupply ing their 
Wants, as far as their Condition, and our Cir- 
cumſtances may allow, Having our Gift ready, 
as Matter of Bounty, not argh! 


 . doveth a chearful Grver, 2 Cor. ix. 5, 7. If 
Ive of our Neighbour ſhould engage to this, 
the Love of Chriſt ſhould Ka Si: to it, lince 
be counts our Kindneſs to his poor Members, 
as done to himſelf. See Matth. xxv. 34,—40. 
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te * "Pu the Intereſts of our Friends in all Things 


tunity of ſerving, afliſting, and obliging them. 


TY umny and Reproach? we muſt do all in our 
Power to vindicate their Reputation, to wipe 
off all Aſperſions ſrom their Character, and to 


muſt exert ourſelves in pleading their 
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dulge nothing i in Rogen Temper or \Condut,. 

which, may leſſen their Eſteem of ug, of theit . 
Aﬀe&tion for us. Tis: one of the Lang In- 
firmities of human Nature, that We Wi blind 
eQions and Faults : We 9 8 


to out own Imperſections and 
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Twill eat no Fleſh while ib World fandet 

I'mabe Brother to 8 to nd. Dis thus we: 

to''condefeend to Men of fow Eftite ; thus 
we muſt bear one anothers Bur _ and ſo ful: 
- [Al 'the Law of Chriſt. IUIKE Is 
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lovely Train of focial Virtues, 
the bleſſed Purpoſes of Society wi 
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rity. id * 
As with a private Chriſtian, it is not enough 
tht be x ſuch a Par, as he n aner for o 
his own Mind, but he alſo makes it his Care 
to be without Rebuke in the World, and, as far 
is conſiſtent with x good Conlenertoobtxin 
their Eſteem and r 
ociety. While they are at 
pains, by the Rules of their Fraternity, to ap» 
prove eng ny + each other; they muſt alia 
means, 
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are proſęſſedly affociated' on religious Views: 
Wich a criminal pots 
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s them that are without, as 


y of Religion. I therefore proc 
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N Tb offer ſome Ae to the Mata 


toward thoſe who are” N. who either 


that Teſtimony, which is due 
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have n Profeſſion of. — or who don't 
Pin in ſuch Religious tip as this we 


eee 
Eyebef the Woll ate, no doubt; on 


** has à Profeffion of Religion 1 
icular Manner, on Perſons who 


they obſerve their 


overt 4 ; they Pry into their ſeeret Con- 


B66 and ſeek every Way. ay to find Occaſion 
2 for Cenſure: Every 


iſcarriage they diſcover, 
They prepoſte- 


| pe them a malicious 
_ mroufly fancy that the Faults of a rel joe Per- 
ſon authorizes their Crimes; and 


ten come 


b cenefuce, that Religion is but a Name, ang 


that a Profeſnon of i it is but a Maſk, A Chri- 
ſtian therefore, and a Member of a Religious 


Fraternity, muſt in all his Conduct, have this 


tb SinCerity's 


great Purpoſe in View, vz. To maintain the 
Credit and Dignity of Religion; to evidence 

fa ohn Pro Profeffon; and to ſet 
Chriſtianity in that amiable Light by his Ex- 


ample, as may recommend it to all around him, 


ge the Worlfart once to receive, 
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beware of deſpiſmg and undervaluing thoſe 


them in a 


Bok on Religion as à ſtiff arid unſueiable Prin- 
; 8 to the Profeſſors, 


notour their Faults may be. I have al 
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tab Menibers of Religious Societies, ber 
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foweft Man to -fups dire Dig 
Dignity is quite Rene Te with U Pha 
Pride, and will never warrant us to treat ow 
with Contempt,” who ſeem Strangers to Chri- 
ſtianity. à Conduct makes the World 


ciple; makes them conceive a Hatred, ane 
yea to the Profeſli- 
of Chriſtanity itſelf; and whets their — * 
lice to diſcover, and expoſe whatever they can | 
find amiſs in the Lives of religious People. On 
the contrary, an eaſy, condeſcending, affable, 
and obliging Conduct, recommends: Religion; 
difarms Naber itſelf, and forces even a wicked 
Perſon to eſteem, Jove, and revere 2 good 
Man. Such a Conduct ſhould therefore be ha- 
ditual to a Chriſtian, and ever exerciſed to- 
wards all Perſons: Even while we teſtify a Dit- 
like to the Practices, or ſhun the Society of the 


profane, it till muſt be done with Good-nature, 


good Manners, and Diſcretion. In like Manner, 

2. A Member of a Religious Fraternity, 
ought to beware of raſh, paſſionate; or publick 

Cenſures on the Characters of others however” 


ſhewn, that Cenſures on the Practices of Perſons, 
not Members of the Society, is quite improperfor 
N ufer for 
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4. We muſt, with all Diligence, 5 


Purpaſe, gur Prayers, our Example, and 
the Influence we can have with them muſt 
be exerciſed ; and this we are to make N TY 

poſe in all our Converſation with them. A 
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to bring thoſe that are Stranges, to know, and 
reliſh the Things that pertain to Godlineſs : For. 


dicious and lively Chriſtian ill take the line : 
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 efideavoitr in all Things, to Ac fach, a PO 


will bear the moſt cenſoridus Scrutin 
Enemies can make. Tho' we ſhould weak vn 
the Tongues, of Men and of Angel, yet if 
Practice belies wha our Lips utter, we are bü 


as ſounding Brass, and a tinkling Cymbal 


and the more flaming dur Profeſſion Ur * 
more proper Objects are we of Ridicule and 
Contempt. We'muſt therefore,” to an active 


| SN Ke in all the Duties of Devotion, add 


ous Activity in all the Duties * bou 
by out Relations, _ Callings, and Statio. 
Wh: While we endeayour to keep 41 5 


| 64 over our Hearts and Ptactice, that we ſin 


| God, we muſt Alſd take all _ 
e no Paſſion, that we ute 


it we allow our ſelves! in 58 7 * 5 5 
may injure any Man in his Charakter, 8 
or Eſte: ot muſt we think,” that the mes 
t Crimes will warrant s. th tranſgrefs 


this Rule, or to Heglect che Duties we other- 
Ways owe to the wicked Perſon; we muſt fil! 


iſtinguiſh. vixt the Perſon and his Crime + 
hile we hate the laſt, 5 wes rhp 5 


fd De het we rk by Morag 


his Wickedneſs, pitying him, praying to God 
for him, and faking 'every Meafure Prudence 


ean direct, in order to reclaing and recover him. 
Tis by ſuch a Conduct as 2 that Chrift. 


ans will force the Approbation of the World 
in ſpite of Envy: By ſuch a Practice, the Hater 
of Religion will. be obliged to own the Beauty 
that is in Godlineſs : And if he is not brough 
to imitate, at leaſt he will eſteem and revere 
good Man. [Tho*- ſometimes the Ways of 
Tod are attacked in the Perſon of a Chriſtian, 
tha ſuch may for a while ſuffer 7 N yet 
their real Character will at laſt diſplay itſelf in 
its genuine Excellency, it will appear the bright- 
et that it has been tryed, and thereby have a 
' More, affecting Influence on thoſe who ob- 
. 8 on thoſe very Perſons who tra- 
duced them. "The Sun itſelf is ſometimes eclip- 
ſed, or wades.thro' a Cloud, which, as it were, 
| 8 ae es but when at wh break 
dut, his Beauty appears more remarkably, and his 
N more dazling: Even fo, The Path 
of the juſt is; as the ſhining Ligbi, which ſhineth 
more and more unto the perfeft Day, Prov, iv, 
18,—— Let your Light jo ſhine before Men, that 
they may ſes vent Good Horks, and glorify your 
Father wha it in Heaven, Mat. v. 16. — See 
then that ye walk circumſpetly, not as Fools, by 
ie, 2 the Time, becauſe the Days 
are evil, Eph. 9 Follow Peat with all 


Hen, and Holineſs, without which no Man ſhall 
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is one of the moſt Ae Matters, to Prall, 
with Mankind to velinquiſh the Society, — 
ſons'whoſe Principles and Practices arm ſu agree: rev? 
able to depraved Appotites and Paſſions; and it 
is equally difficult to perſuade them to take up, ua 
with s whoſs Thoughts rags = ag | 
on Thing ngs beyond the World, whoſe, Aﬀecti 

are wh . to Thing above At, and, who! 
. . ces 1 


and'\ Vayt of it. 1 ſhall.cherefore make: "= 
following- Reflections, as ſo. many Infercnces, .. 
from Tete 1 have ſaid. 0 wt * 

I; That reli een * 
ſervitives 23 the: infectious Evils which, a- 
riſe from our Communication with, Perſons of. . 
vicious Principles and inumoral Practices. Such ow 
is the Inclination Mankind have to Society, that 
the moſt of People think am) Company is, bet»... 
ter than none ; henet they readily enter. into ſuch, ., L 
Corteſpondence with thoſe that are 8 AS , 
ſoon ee — Their Opi- 


'nions . If bad Prin- 
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Sit that falſe Gloſs with which, Prejudice. 
dreſſeth them, oy will be communicated With, 
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bear them If therefore aPerſoh be norſolidly - "7 
eſtabliſhed inthePrinciples of Trath and r 
an extreme Hazard does he nin of being . 
bauchelt bade in Principles and A Nene! "And .. 
how-neceſſary is it, . 
the utmoſt Pains to enter into Intimacies _ 
thoſe only whoſe Converfation and Example m 
eſtabliſh him in worthy Sentiments, and 


bim te of Manners? For, 
 * "Ros eng yo 
end with all the Advantages which a reaſonable . 
Man can propoſe to himſelf by any Kind of In- 
timacies. Does one want Information. or Im- 
1 in 5 he; will find. religi- 
o0us Thtimates have z noble-Influence to furniſh | 
we and impreſs the Mind with ſuch Sentiments, 
divine and moral, as form the Soul to true De- 
/ real Holineſs ind Excellency. Do we 
Wait a true Friend, who may _ e 2 
our Coticertis, encourage us in Things are 
worthy, and be fo fingularly. kind, as to tell us 
, of our Fults, and adviſe us how to correct 
2 we will find the very Conſtitution of a 
Fraternity gives us the Proſpect. of a 
N 1 of ſuch Intinrates: Or do we incline 
to that eaſy Relaxation of Mind, that innocent 
== 'Chearfulneſs and Joy which we always expect ff h 
from our * we: may confidentiy hope i * 
= for this Wich Friends who have the beſt 
=— and the beft Right to-execciſe it *, rats of 1 
_: . - Hl. Tis plain that theſe Adyantages'are mu- 
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wo ty ſuch as every Member his the fame Ac- 
a © eels toy and ny ay in the ſame Meaſure: 
< - firuQted'; whit he bee, they a 

rt ed; and private Im 


exerciſed, may have 
around them 3 and 
_ . this not only by their Prayers, but alſo by their 
Examples. Example is one of theſe =. 
which influence Mankind to Good or 
Bad, to Virtue or to Vice: But we may in Cha- 
krity to human Nature, hope that its Influence 
| to reform ſhould be yet r than to ſeduce: 
_ There is ſomething in the Character of a real 
Chriſtian, ſo lovely, ſo deſirable, that _ 
| ſons who will not imitate, are yet obliged to 
a. vere and approve of him. If ſuch be the Influ- 
=ence of his E with People i in whom the 
_- | Habits of Vice are confirmed, and who are 
grown up in Wiekedneſs, what greater, what 
| _ «happier Effects may ſuch an Example have, 
| where the Mind is yet capable of Reformation ? 
What ſtill greater —.— where Reaſon acts 
its Part, and A direQs P le to ſeek for Happi- 
Fs neſs in the Way of Chriſtian Excellency ?-. And 
5 if Example be # ſo much Conſequence, what 
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the Prayers, the Advice and run of a de- 
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nog the bleſſed Kava following 2 fin- 
Concern which has-appeared in 9 
e While paſt; this was one, 
Thar he People cru ded together in jeties 
Prayer and ſpiritual Oonſerences. With Joy 
. — heard of Fellowſhip: Mertings erected in 
t Places and among People; where Satan had long 
triumphed: Vet ſerious Chriſtians were appre- 
| bear leſt ſuch Meetings, for Want of, Ex- 
perience, and of proper Regulations, ſhould miſs 
of their Aim, and even fatally. miſcarry: The 
= People | themſelves were under the ſame 
ears, and applied to all they thought able to 
adviſe them. It was lon re that ſome 
Miniſters of the longeſt. . — and Experi- 
ence would publiſn — 2 their Di re- 
Aion in | ſuch a eritical Juncture. The Meet- 
ings in the Place where I refide applied to me, 
td draw up ſome Regulations for them; | did ſo, 
and was afterwards impor tuned to publiſh. them, 

I with ſome Diſſertation on the Nature and Rea- 

> lonableneſs of ſuch-Enga Farah, This I have 
et in fuch a „as may be of Uſe 

rect in our Conduct * embers of Society 

in —— and in every ſocial Engagement, tho* 
more particularly in Societies for religious Fel- 
— Nothing, as far as I know, has ever 
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2 readily diſpenſed with. Tis thus I have been 
'e induced to offer the above Reflections and Ad- 
a vices to the Publick. . What may be wrong or 
wanting, I hope will be excuſed, in regard of 

the Subject's being new. If this can but offer 
n- * Hints to ſome abler Hand, I ſhall think my 
n- Pains well employed: If it engage any Num- 
e, ber to religi ellowſhip, or prove ufeful to 
es them in that Exerciſe, my Wiſh is obtained. 
oy May God grant that it may anſwer theſe Pur- 
in poſes. Ann. 
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the noble ' of Converſation, Which the 
Scriptures beg as 2 


Help to Societies - 
but forming, or where the Mcmbers cannot * 
1 Variety. 1 J here ſubjoin 
1.x is aid; 4, ii. 13 3- "lin ako ” 
this they wert pricked in thein Hearts, be: * 
Seeger Heart be ſaid * en 


—— Foh. xvi. 8. Mien vhe Can Confer is. 
— will 5 the Werld of 
Q. What is the Difference betwixt Arm Gee. : 
, victions of natural Men, and thoſe of true Peni- 
tent? 5 
* — 7. 13. That Sin, by. the Cm 
 mandment might become exceeding raful, & Sau 
Q. 1. What is it that renders Sin ſo exceedi 
—_ How is it by the 8 
ment 5 
4 Ie. ii. 19. Know therefore,” ond fre; 
that it is an tviland a bitter Thing, that thou bet 
Forſaken * Lord 15 Ged. Q 1. :What 0 ? 
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me Nature of Sin which rendert it an evil and 
bitter Thing? Q. 2. "When may a Perſon bi 
_—_ ſaid 40 den the Full. and Bi . 


G1. Wien iv. 25. — Feli trembled, c. 
Q. 1. Whence is it that aa rove 
n * 2. How ſhall we prevent this vil? 
E N 7 * Ibo can undtr/tand 129 
ſhall we be exerciſed, in 
—— to 7 tee our ſecret Faults? 
: 1117 2 7 vii. LA For 440 Bir 2 
t ye ſorrowed after a < 7 
E Whav is this Sorrow for Bia which is in- 
deed after a godly Sort Q. 5 Heware we to. 
be exercifed, in order to attain it 
8. m. 32 What I. ſee wot teach_. 
tel me. Q. What Is that: A = 
ch a mourning Penitent is to pray for? . 
he Thef. v. 19. Quench not the Spirits. 
Q. When' 9 05 be ſaid to quench — 
W xili. 3. Except ye . 
all likewiſe periſh. Q. V 8 is that 
which is unte Life? 
11 ——Pſat-xcvii. 10. 1 that love the * D 
hate Evil. Q. What are ths! anne * 
true Hatred at sin? 
7 And my People « are bent to. 
{pas | Q Win are the Signs of - 
— 7 iii. 12. Take Heed, Brides, Bs 
17 be i in any of you an evil Heart of Un» 2 
belief in depart the living Gad. Q. 1. 
We cke, Datel? &. New 
ſhall we know when * 3. * 
How ſhall we prevent it ? - l 
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will not haun me. nen may. one be fald 
to regard Sin in his Heart? de off 
51 Iſa. wil TH; \The Hail foal! fs 
awaythe Refuge of Lies. Q. What are the Re. 
fuges of Lies, with which ſo , deceive them- 
ſelves'?: JD 11 Wk Ws 
16 eh il 261 wil Frum Hit t 
a fooliſh Man which built his\Houſe upon the Sand! 
& Whoare theF oo who bande on the Sand ? 
17 . I. 17. Y Sacrifices of Gid 
are a broken Spirit. What is — ntri? 
tion of Soul, Which is acceptable to God F 
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ces of a: 8 Hi. — — 7 = 20 ut 

19.— Joh. ii wtept'a Man be born again 
hi 0458 — — N God. 405 
what Grounds may one coriclude that he 9 born 
of God ? 

20,» Matth. xvii. 3. E xceþ yr br eefiber- 
ted,” and become as little 8 52 alt not en- 
ter into the King dom of of Gon Wat are theſs 
Diſpoſitions in mowers a lngere d nvert i is to re. 
ſemble à little Chid/ꝰ/e⁊ 
21.—Epb. ii. 1. Nw bath be qulekenet who 


were dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, QC What 


are the Signs of ſpiritual Life? | 
22.— Mattb. v. 6. Bleſſodl« are FM that buns 
ger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs, for they ſhall 
be filled. Q. Who are the Perſons who may be 
ſaid to hunger and thirſt after Righteouſnels ? 
23. — fal. ix. 18. For the Need Hall not 


alwa be orgotteny the Expectation of the Poor 
* forgotten, 88 ſhall 


DIR 51 | 
or 


155 AN 
| Pg re; eas Pos 
| nes, not > 
n i. 154811. Bat aben it au 

a- ven his Seu in me. Vhen 
* de dal o be.eevealed in A Perſon's 


Ny Ir ovieast roam ol id, Div ok Fg 
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s, rh only begditetli$ oft of Gd, full of 
on _ Truth, . 1 Whats that Glory 
whach a Chriſtian diſcov etz in che Lord Chriſto 
G. How ſhall «qu attain to ſuitable Views 


of this Glory? IOW YH 
26. n ie Soul bvb Faber 

Fell thes in the M. hte and vit h my Spirit ubithin 

now thee cr. Q. What are \theſe 
De afterGod, whichwe: may conclude to be 
of divine Grace?" +. Qa. Wpa t is ĩt =_ 
| Foul x ongngSou the 1 — 8 A1 7 G5 3˙ 
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een vi, 13. Lield your 425 
Gal as ny theſe that ars alive from the Dead; and 
your Members as * * Kerbe, 
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cir own: Righteauſmbſs, Bave not. ubmifred the 1 
. "of 2 1 4. Wig 
are"theſs who go about to eſtabliſh" their own 
Righteouſneſs? Q d. Who are theſe WBG Have 
Dry ito the M. e _. 
God? ao 3 . 

Ph 3. Rur s th#O6 q Y 
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Ge in the Spirit, ant: re- il 
j vice in rele ſus, and have no Confidence © j 
the Fleſh. Q. 1. What'd it to worſhip God i 1 
the. irit? Q. hoare they 2 in | 


Feſus? 
DE and SAKS be 
93, —=Lnutv i. 53. He hath filled thi For: | 
gry "Things, and the Rich he bath 
away; Q. 1. Who are e 
7 — Promiſe is made? Q. tu 
that Satisfaction which is promiſed 
2 Who are the Rich who are ſent & 
$2 o ach 63: n 24 24 03 biz 
* - Cap, 4 27517 
2 15 4 not Creaturr! 


e 


* 
4 
- 
- hs 4 8 Y "i Ab. 1 ttt. * 0 — 
— — - 23 — — 
— wi _ aro” — — 
9 —— — 


laid. eo hs in Chreſt Ieh * 1 1971 
Wy 2 vii. 24 T wal nes 
nth 2 Man, which\huilt his H/ Rock. 
nd LW arvithey ho haye built on the Rock? 


ii. 10. Hud ye are complet“ in 
nto lim; What is itte be complete in Cr? 
r O 2 Q. 2. When 
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Gua When mp we condlude that wwe art com- 
wet. hes oo nol V7 e 4 bor} nn 
r, — 1c . Kli, 2 Wal trigſi and not 
1 afraid, Q. 1. Wi is the Ground af a 
e 8 eee and: Truſt ? Q..2. What 

truſt with Cook ont without Feas ? 
Py a, Lie, Me it among. van thut 
. Ty ' and\that obeyeth the Vace of 
80 wolketh in Darkneſs,, and het 

57 we. _ in the Name of the Lord, 


—.— is Gd. Q., What i it to fear 


5 rd ? . 2. What is it to obey the Voice 
bis Servant? Q. . eee 
rd, and ſtay upon our) God-? Q. 

{ball ong attain. to a ſtazed Truſt in God, when 

1 are walking in Darkneſs, a N a; 


em Math, V1 204 Except your Rightaouſ- 
3 Phe exceed the e, s of the Serilet 
+ cnn fees, ye ſhall in no Caſe enter into the 
God... iQ, 1. OE es is that Phari- 


execed 1 1 ke Handen ?. ee 
40. Matth. yi. 10 75 ao W 
68 in Heaven. Qi When may our Will 


Fa 
e B. Will of God? 


8 n v. 47. If he ſalute aur Bre- 
tbren only, -what 26 phage he others k 
Whereiri muſt we cxenes the ordioary Sort of 
Profetlars of Religion? ir Gr — 
42. —— Rem. vii. 24. 0 wretched 1 


mel Jam, who ſhall deliver me from the he Baby of 


this Death . Q. Who are the true Wreſtlers 
en the Bady of D indwelling bs 
© © 43—6al. 
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05 43. —— nl. v. 15. For thi Fleſh 
againſt the Spirit, and the': Spirit agamſt- the 
Flad. QuWhat is the Diference, betwixt a 
renewed, and an mne Man' s Strliggles 


again Sin? We l 9026317 
——— xi. 23 — 1 
all * w_ e fig 
wnto:the Lord. hen may ane to 
cleave — ee. d. 
45. Eſal. xvi. 8. Thaur ſet ibe Lond 


'Ghvays before- me. Q. What is * W 
Lord always before us: 
doh ita. te ee A 
eath, but to be ſpiritually minded is Liſe and 
2 Q. 1. Wis are the carnally en 
Q 2. Who are the- ſpiritually minded ?? 
„ Cor. xv. 58. Be ve , i 
— — in the Wark of the 
=> Q. 1. What is the Stedſaſtneſa re- 
quired of Chriſtians? Q. 2. When may one 
be ſaid to abound in the Work of the Lord? 
Q. 3. How may we attain to Stedfaſtneſs and 
Improvement i in the Ways of Got + [i155 

- 4B. =—— Fohn xv. 5. Lanthe Vine, ye-are 
the Branches. Q. What is the ſatisfying Evi- 
denee of a vital Union with:Chriſt ?.7 ! 

49. — fas Av. 22. Look uintonme' and be ye 
„ae &c. Q. What is that habitual and —_ 
looking to a Saviour which is called for? 

50. — Gal. ii. 20. 1 am cruciſied with Chriſt, 
neverthelsſ Ius, yet not I, but Chriſt lues 
in me; and the Life I live in the Hlaſu, is by the 
Faith of the San of God, who loved me, and -gave- 
* for me. Q, 1 Wben mays one be ſaid to be 

cruciſyed | 
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eee wi. ). —But ye have 


[vids Geht? Oe Mbse-istit to 


Ave by Faith; om the Son of God n How 


Mall wel attuin tn Life of Faith i 
and Trials kT. How: ſhall een to _ 
Aſſurance of Chrilt's Love to us? nie. 2: 


"Op hi- 3. Thi — 
might kuoto thee the'only. trus God: and 
Feſus: Chr i bh then hat ent. Q What are 


the Marks of a ſaving yy wy aud 


— his Son Jeſus Obriſt? 
ben 16, 24 bell dess thaw bobbin 


Hrg. Q. What are the Fruits »which ſhew 


one to be indeed a Branch of the true- Vine? 


i 53. —Matcv.irb. Let your. Laght. 2 Hint ber 

3 ur other ſeeing your: gabd Maris, 
your "Father tubieh is i Heaven. 

hen may our Light be ſaid-ee- ſhine be- 


@ Wh 
before Men, to the Praiſe — — 
abeyed from 
tho Have nhit form of" Dicirine which was dg 
Loved unte yo, Q. What is that Obedience 


whieh-is-from«be Heart, -and;agroeable to hd 
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2 Ned. ii. 4. Neverehileſo -Fhove — 
what 'agajnſt"ther, becauſe thou baſt left 
Leve. Q. 1. Whavisthe Cauſe of the. 


17 . this . £ * — 
86. d woe huts. in A 5 
vf God: By what 5 — 

felves in the W 3 er 
57 Epb. iv. 30. Grieve no pivit, 
—_ yo are ſealed unto the. Pœref Reemp- 


tion. 


E 4 
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| bf n\Ohktiſtiun's Lobe? 2. When may our 
Love be ſaid to be — af 3. How ſhall 


ſhall we keep our- 
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en. QW hbat is it to grieve the Hoh) 
rit ? Os. What in the Spirit co ſcaling Var, 
in Believers? 1 500 Orble” 
„S8. HDi. — our — 4 
in as/tbe morning. Gloud, and as:thexarly. Dew: 
. 1. What becaſions ——— 
good: Diſpoſitions ? Q.i2. How ſhall we prep 
vont our bmg them? 2 Tizet Work 8 0 
59. -N — | 
remain, aud uri ready to dite. Q 
Symptoms: of Grace in Decay N O2. Whas 
this Cuuſes 66" this Decay? As „What are 
the beſt Means for ' reviving it Bl 5k Pic r»woT 
60 vi. 13.— mg. done 
all: to fun Q. How ſhall webe. | 
ſo as to maintain the 3 and Practice! 
which becomes Chriftians ? . | of boo 
66 Hab xvi. * 
frommine Ixipuity. Q. 1. Me — wi, — 4 
cover our: predominant Sin? Q 2 
mee WORE lee e 85 
62.2 Pot. iii. 18. But greui in Gras) te} 
. I. What are the beſt Means ofggrowing in 
Grace? Qa. What are the Marks of-a-grow- 
ing Chriſtian? n aur 9 Nr yak 


u. 40. Bali your ſeluet 
P oor Faith. - Qs Wing ip —— 
r Means for our being eſtabliſned in Faith ? 
64. — 1 PA. ii. y. Unto you thirrfore which 
believing: betis ee Q. What are the Things 
in Jeſus, ny render him precious to Be- 
levers? At min ban ton 
65 — ot viii. 16. The Spirit itſelf beareth 
eee aur oy that we are the en 
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Spirit 13 we are the 
! Children of God -4 „ Sewiblini 
jr opare thine Heart, 
reward him, c. QT. 
| of Heart, which. is re- 
ler 0b our approac ing to God wh: 
2. How ſhall we attain to. 4 due er 
822 1 g out our Hands te him? 
4⁰9⁰ hal. hei. 2. Tr fed:thy Power; 
an and th Gi, < oh have ſeen ther in theSan« 
may we be ſaid to ſee = 
Power and 9 of "God: in Ordinances ? / 
an 8——Pſal. bocxiv. 1. How. amiable are 15 
Tubernacies, Lord God of Hoſts ! Q. Whence 
is it, that a Chriſtian eſteems the Courts — 


| Godfo highly? ton 1 mond dz 
6 6g. 10 58. 13. If then thy 
Fort from the Sabbath, from doing thy F i 


on nh holy Day, and call the Sabbath 42 De- 
Abt, Kc. Q. 1. How are we to prepare for 
eee eee holy 
Dau ie 2. How are we to ſanctify it? 
o. - ſal. bxxxiv. 4. Bleſſed. art they hed 
dwell in thy Houſe, &c. Q. 1. What are the 
peculiar Bleflings received in Ordinances? Q. 2, 
n note if er e e by 
m 
71. — Je Nin. EY O cle Shrew kad ; 
might find bim &c. Q. What Part ſhall one 
act, who has been long ſeeking God, but can- 
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nothing wwaveriny; 


3 — i. 4. 
7 nents.” Q What are” 

Arguments is wrong with God 
IM Een i. 6. - Lit bin 
Q. 1. What is it to pray 


Faith? Q. 2. How ſhall we Pad g 
doubting and Viibelief-in Prayer 


rae de mall yr 


ee Fer. % == Proying in the Holy 
G1. What is it to pray in in che Holy 


Ghoſt? - 


| — == viii. 8 The $5 wks 40% belbeth - 
o nfirmities, &c. Q How os "a Spirit | 


help our Infirmities ? We, 

76.— Mt. vi. 6. But then, * m w 
enter into thy Cloſet. Q. How are we de ex- 
exciſed in ſecret Prayer? 

77. — Deut. xvii; 19. — And 55 toll pad 
. 45 all the Days of his Life, that he may learn 


1% Rar the Lord. . How ſhall we read the 
Scriptures, ſo as to reap ſpiritual Advantages N. 


3 — Heb. iv. 2. But the Word preachtd did 


1 t heard its 1. How ſhalt we kan 
pare for hearing the Word? AL l 
we hear it, ſo as to profit by it? Q. 9. W 
is it to mix Faith with the hearing of the Word y 
79.2 Chron. xxx. 19;—Every one thut 


pereth his Heart to ſeek the Lord Gad of bis . 8 
tber. Q. What is the Preparstion of * 4 


requiſite for ſolemn Ordinances?” 


80. — 2 Cor. xi. 24. — This do in Remenb- 
rance of me. Q. 1. What are the Things rela 


ting to Chrik, which aye are particularly to . 48 
member in 8 Q 2. With what 
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| them, not being received with Faith in " 3 v5 
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Pidg et Mind ce *-tojremember him ? 
Ss How are we; t4 be eycrciſed in otdet to 
emembrance.?-. ilftorw fil en * 4 
1 + Heb, 4.26. Through Faith he keds the 
Paſſever.; Q How a to de exerciſed i in 
communicating gg Oo 
82.— Fal. iv, 4. — Commune wit your, 
oiunHiarts upon your Bed. Q. 1. What arę the 
moſt proper dubjects for a Chriſtian' s Meditation? 
. 2, How ſhall we bring our Hearts to ſpiritual 
8 it ng 1 
— 2 Cor. xu ee our/elves, 
= you be in the 1225 Q. 1. W at are 
the Things about which we dught to examine 
ourſel yes Q. 2. How, and. when ſhould. We 
be thus exerciſedꝰ 
84. — Fer. xvii. 9. The "Heart.i is deceitful 
above all Things, &c. Q. 1. When ma * | 
conclude of our Impreſſions, that they hayeb 
or are deluſive? Q. 2. What are the — 2 
Marks of Deluſion in our Affections or Exer- 
ciſes? Q 3. How ſhall we be exerciſed, when 
_ we diſcover the Impoſture? | 
85. — I Pet. v. 5. Be; chathed with Humi- 
Ley. Q. Rani ande, cloathed with Hu- 
mility 7 5 
8306. ar. Mo. "Lf 1 ſhould be exalted 
above. meaſure, &c. Q. I. How ſhall, we perceive 
the Growth of ſpiritual: Pride in us? Q. 2. 
How ſhall we prevent it? | 
$5, —=P/als XXX... lhe \ Proſperity I ſaid, 
» £ ſhall never be moved. Q How ſhall ** pre- 
vent N into W Ip > aſe avours 
f 88 Prev. 
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in order to keep our Hearts? 

89. Fſal. cxli. W 4 Watch, (#] Lord, 
575 ore my Mouth, Q. What is the moſt effec- 
* Method for obraining the Government of the 
Tongue? 

90.— Phil i. 27. Only let your Converſa- 
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88. — Hu. iii. 24. Keep thy Heart with 
all Diligence. Q. How are we to be exerciſed, | 


tion be as becometh the Gel. Q When is our 


Nane as becometh the Goſpel ? 


3 Q: 3 we prevent our weary- 


ing in Duty? 


92.—1 Jahn ii. 15. If any Man love the 
World, the Love of the Father is nat in him. 
Q. What is the Love of the World, which is 
inconſiſtent with the Love of God ? 


93.— 1 Jobn iii. 14. He knew. we have 
paſſed from Death to Life, becauſe we love the 


Gal. vi. 9. And let us not weary in 


Brethren. ' Q. What are the Marks of a true 


ve to our . ? 


Ky Ant. v. 44. Love your Enemies, &c. : 
Q 


hen is out love toEnemiesof the right Sort? 


their Treſpaſſes, your heavenly Father will alſo 
forgive you. Q. How ſhall we bring our Hearts 
to a forgiving Temper ? 


96. 


conſidereſt not the Beam that is in thine own Eye? 


G. I. How ſhall we overcome thePrejudices which | 


render us blind to our own Faults? Q. 2. How 


ſhall we attain to ſuch Ann.. in ſelf judg · 


ing, 


I 


Matth. vi. 14. yen forgrve Men. 


Matth. vii. 3. And, why beboldeſt 8 
* the Mote that is in by Brother? s Eye, and 
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= with of 2 pon our Brother? 


other Mens Sins. How do we become 


that Peace which God ſpeaks, from that which 
we ſpeak to ourſelves? © 


„ 


tural and civil Actions to the Glory of God ? *© 


| _ Converſion of others ? 
Hy ns af 1. What Frame of Spirit ought © , 


rity as we de others? | $2,113 al 
97.—Lev. — 27 „ Thou fl e d ways 


webuke thy Neigh . What in che proper ; 


98.— Bph. v. 7. oo beam | 


takers of other Mens Zins 9 
— Heb. xii. 10. — our profi 7% 
that we might be Partaters of his Holineſs. Q 5 
When'i is Affliction truly profitable? | 
100, ——Gal. vi, 16. ——Peace be on them. 
Q. How ſhall we act, ſo as to e 
with God, and in Conſcience?” q 
101; —— Phil. vi. 24. Grate be with all them 
that love our Lord. Q. What is that Grace, 
whereof the Lovers of Chriſt do partake ? 
. 102, —— Pſal. hey. 8. For he will ſpeak 
Peace to his People. Q. How ſhall we know 


— 
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"1034. —— Pſal. exix. 19. Tama Berngir's in 
the Earth. Q. What is the Character of one 
who lives as a Stranger in the Earth) | 
1 Cor. X. 31. Do all to the 
Glory of Gd. Q. How ſhall we direct our na- 


105. Rom: x. 1. My he s Defire and 
Prayer to God for Iſrael, is, that they may be 
ſaved. Q. What Means are we to uſe for the 


106, —— Rev. lll. 9.——7 will come on thee 


we 
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we to maintain in the View of Chriſt's Coming? 
Q. 2. Whence comes it to be ſuch a difficult 


atter to maintain this Frame ? Q. 3. What 


is that Watchfulneſs we are to exerciſe in the: 


re, 5 
197, — Phil. i. 21. For me to live is Chris, 


and io die it Gain. Q. 1. When may we be ſaid to 


live to Chr iſt ? Q. 2. When may we conclude. | 


that our Death ſhall be gain? _ 
108, —— Matth, xxiv. 44. Therefore be ye 


alſo ready, &c. Q. When may one be ſaid to 


be ready for Death and Judgment ? $ 
109. —— 2 Pet. iii. 12. Looking for, and 


hafling to the coming 2 the Day of God. Q. x. 
r 


ow ſhall we look for the coming of the Day 
of God? Q. 2, How ſhall we attain to ajoyful 


Proſpect of this Event:? 


By what I have wrote, 'tis eaſy to ſee, that 


there is no End to the noble Subjects of Con- 


verfation, which the Scriptures ſuggeſt ; for 
theſe are indeed an inexhauftible Fund: Nor 
ſhould I have condeſcended on ſuch a great 
Number, but for the Reaſon already given, viz. 
To afliſt weaker Chriſtians, who could not af- 
ford themſelves any Variety for-Converſation, 
I muſt add, that tho' the far greateſt Part of 
the above Texts and Queſtions were collected, 
before I had ſeen the Rev. Mr. Milliſen's Letter 
to à private Society in Edinburgb; yet where 
the Queſtions coincide, I have, in the moſt of 


Ie clin die Texts with he acne -—-. 


ſcends on, and 


Variation. 


the Queſtions alſo, with little 
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